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EVER THOUGHT OF BECOMING A FLAG OFFICER?  YOU’D BE 

FOLLOWING IN SOME PRESTIGIOUS FOOTSTEPS … 

As you will have seen elsewhere 

in this issue, the AGM will be 

held at the end of March, at 

which time the membership of 

the Council of Management will 

as usual change, with some 

members moving up the ladder, 

others resigning, and others 

being newly elected onto the 

Council. Either way, by the end 

of the AGM the new 

management committee will be 

in situ, ready to embark on 

another two years of hard, time-

consuming work - sometimes 

fun, sometimes stressful, always 

interesting.  It has often been 

observed that these days Cardiff 

Bay Yacht Club is both a 

business and a club and a club and a business. Our turnover is almost a million pounds a year, the Club has some eight full-time

employees and nearly a thousand members, all of whom expect it to be run in a successful, professional and appropriate 

manner. The management team is led by the three Flag Officers, all of whom serve for two years in each Flag position, i.e. Rear

Commodore, Vice Commodore and then Commodore per se, the latter acting in reality as the Chairman of a limited company. 

No-one serving on the Council of Management receives any financial remuneration for anything they do.  The “ladder” system 

was first implemented in the early Seventies when a motion was passed at an AGM that called for each Flag Officer to serve for 

no more than two years in each position, followed by a compulsory 12 month gap before they could stand again for election. 

This motion had been tabled in response to a number of venerable and very distinguished members holding onto the helm for 

what was perceived by many to be too long. But is the “ladder” system that was implemented 40 years ago itself now in need of 

an overhaul?  After all, the Club has evolved into something that is more akin to a small or medium sized enterprise these days,

and a vast amount of time and effort is necessarily involved in its operation.  

So who over the years has risen to the challenge of what one 

wit once called “this noble calling”? With the help of Dick 

Begg, Bear Essentials looks back at some of those who have 

played a major role in the running of the Club over the past 

50 years.   

RAY HOPE was Club Secretary for 23 years, a time that 

spanned the days 

when the Club had 

its first HQ in 

Glebe Street to its 

move to the Old 

Customs House, 

now on the edge of 

the Barrage, of 

course, and finally 

during the early 

days on our present 

“Piggery Site” on 

the banks of the 

River Ely. Ray was a compass adjuster by profession and he 

worked for Blairs Nautical Supplies in James Street, Cardiff.  

He continued this highly skilled trade throughout the Second 

World War, and could always be recognized by his signature  

The Great and the Good of the Club seen celebrating the 

opening of the new “temporary” Clubhouse which opened 

on the Piggery site on the Cardiff side of the River Ely in the 

spring of 1974, the year after construction had started.         

black beret and small suitcase as he climbed the Jacob’s 

Ladders that used to hang down the sides of huge ships 

anchored in the Bristol Channel, often in a gale and in the 

middle of the night. Ray was certainly one of the “prime 

movers” in those days.   

CHARLES LAMPING was Commodore in 1970 and 1971. A 

former British 

Telecoms 

executive, Charles 

also had a love of 

old cars. He was 

always a very 

welcome 

presence and 

willing helper 

when the Club 

was based at the 

old Customs 

House Buildings 

and later when 

we moved to our present site. Sadly he suffered extensively 

from arthritis which eventually forced him to retire from 

office.
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DICK BEGG was Commodore in 1968 and1969 and then 

President for 

17 years from 

1982 until 

1999. As you 

might guess, 

he is the 

oldest serving 

member of the 

Club, having 

joined as a 

junior

member in 

1939 just 

before the 

outbreak of 

war. This means he has been a member for 72 years! Dick is the 

sole survivor of the last three Club Trustees in the days before 

we became Cardiff Bay Yacht Club.  Following a stint in the 

RAF, Dick had become a local government officer with Cardiff 

City Council. He owned the “Peter David”, a 26 ft. ship’s 

lifeboat. Then came a carvel lifeboat, the famous “Escape”, 

followed by his first GRP yacht, “Rumpus”. He now owns a 

20ft open boat, purchased, he says, because it is capable of 

accommodating all his grandchildren!  Elsewhere in this 

edition of B.E there is mention of the village of Llangwm, 

situated towards the top end of the Cleddau River in West 

Wales. Dick and his wife Chris now have a smashing little 

cottage at the top of Llangwm Pill, which the grandchildren 

love to visit, and where they too can mess about with boats on 

the river. 

JIM HALL was 

Commodore of 

the Club in 

1966 and 1967. 

A charming 

but also very 

effective

Commodore, 

there were 

always jokes 

about his 

somewhat

forbidding

facial

expressions 

which actually belied a delightful and kind nature. Jim spent 

the war years engaged in hush-hush work in the Engineering 

Department of Edward Currans in Cardiff. Like most members 

in those days, when the war finished, he converted a ship’s 

clinker- built lifeboat into a sailing yacht with the help of his 

friends Alf Crocker and Fred Angwin, and it was aptly named 

the “Fiddlers Three”.  When the Club first moved to the 

Piggery site Jim made a clinker bar front to resemble the bow 

of his boat, and this remained in place until our present 

clubhouse was built. Before joining the Club Jim had built and 

raced model yachts which he used to sail off an old timber float 

situated off Penarth Road. 

BILL TURTON was Commodore in 1972 and 1973, then 

President in 

2000 and 2001. 

Bill was a self-

employed 

painter and 

decorator, who 

eventually went 

into business 

with his father 

running a large 

grocery 

business in the 

Rumney area of 

Cardiff. In the beginning he too sailed converted lifeboats. 

Today Bill still races very competitively at the Club, but now 

in his Flying Fifteen sailing dinghy.  It is rumoured that he 

spends quite a bit of time at his “château” in rural France, 

although he still finds time to be a very active member of 

CBYC.

PETER ANNETT was Commodore in 1974 and 1975. 

In 1986, Peter’s wife, 

JEAN, had been the 

first female 

Commodore the Club 

had ever had. She 

was working as a 

teacher, but was also 

a very keen dinghy 

and then cruiser 

sailor. She proved to 

be an extremely 

level-headed and 

conscientious 

Commodore.  Peter 

was then made 

President of the Club 

in 2002 and 2003. He 

played a crucial role 

in dealing with a number of problems relating to the 

management of the Club which erupted during his time in 

office. It was a situation that could well have threatened the 

very existence of the Club, but under Peter’s firm guidance, 

matters were eventually resolved and the Club survived.  
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TREVOR SMITH was Commodore in 1980 and 1981. He was 

a self-employed builder 

with contracts 

throughout Cardiff. He 

was Secretary of the 

Club when the Club 

moved from the Old 

Customs House 

building near the 

Barrage to the Piggery 

Site here in Cardiff.  

Working in association 

with others, Trevor 

generously used his expertise to keep the Clubhouse (a 

secondhand prefabricated building purchased from 

somewhere near St Athan and which had cost the club just 

£100) in good order. It had originally been thought that the 

temporary building “would do” for six months. A quarter of 

a century later it was still being used as the Club’s only 

proper home. 

JOHN MEAD was Commodore in 1976 and 1977 and 

President in 2007 and 

2008. 

John joined the Club in 

1961 as a dinghy sailor. 

He worked in local TV, 

first as an announcer 

and reporter before 

going on to produce and 

direct (skills he brought 

to the role of Social 

Secretary, the highlight  

of which was his masterminding an annual dinner at the 

Top Rank Suite in Cardiff at which 720 people sat down to 

eat). John still sails and races his Sigma 33 “Spirit of Tilman, 

named after his hero, the explorer, soldier and sailor, Bill 

Tilman, who hailed from Barmouth. 

There is no one single set of skills or experiences required 

for being a Flag Officer, just a desire to work hard and to 

remember that Flag Officers – like all other members of the 

Council of Management- are elected to serve the whole 

Club rather than the minority interests of a few. So if you 

think you have what it takes, why not throw your name in 

the hat? Yes, serving on Council and attending committee 

meetings IS an ongoing commitment and not something to 

be undertaken lightly. But it’s a role that can be interesting, 

fulfilling, and above all surprisingly great fun. And 

remember, by serving on the Council of Management, you 

will be a member of a team with responsibility for running 

and developing an exciting club which has a great future.   

The Council of Management meets on the third Thursday of 

every month  throughout the year. 

Editor’s Note 

In the next edition of Bear Essentials we shall be focusing in 

detail on two of the greatest and most colourful characters 

the Club has ever known. The first is the former 

Commodore and President, Reg Denman, a legendary 

Bristol Channel pilot, and (before he deserted, anyway) a 

recruit to the French Foreign Legion.  Secondly, we shall be 

looking at the contribution of a man who, whilst he never 

held any office in the Club, nonetheless still has a place in 

many members’ hearts - a man you could never forget, 

Norman Grewcock. 

This photograph shows some (though not by any means all) of the people who have helped to 

forge the Club into the hugely successful operation we know today.  
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Our very industrious 

treasurer Anthony Thomas 

reviews the last financial 

year and looks ahead to the 

formation of our new 

Council of Management at 

the AGM .   

Full details will be 

circulated to all members 

closer to the AGM on the 31 March.  

Our Treasurer writes:- 

Many businesses faced challenges over the last 12 months but 

the continued loyalty and support from all members means 

that 2010 was a success for the club. We added over £100k to 

our fixed assets, reduced our long term loans by £100k and 

continue to improve the facilities.

Our new financial year started on 1 December so we are 

already well into 2011, as far as the accounts are concerned. 

At the time of writing the accounts are in the process of audit 

so the figures haven’t been finalised but I expect to show a 

healthy surplus for the year. On that basis I don’t think we 

will need to increase membership fees for the coming year. 

Last year saw the 

delivery of the 

new hoist; this 

gives more 

flexibility in the 

yard and is 

already being 

used extensively.   

The school 

continues to 

grow and 

gain 

recognition; 

it is really 

fantastic to 

see the 

support

coming 

from

external 

organisations as well as from all our members.  

Security remains a major issue for us all and a new CCTV 

system has been installed in the second half of the year. New 

tills were introduced early on and after some initial concerns 

seem to be working well.  

ANOTHER YEAR HAS PASSED AND ANOTHER AGM IS JUST AROUND 

THE CORNER IN THE CLUBHOUSE ON THE 31ST OF MARCH. 

There have 

been some 

staff

changes in 

the Club, 

Roy and 

June left us 

in July 2010 

after 13 

years and 

we wish 

them every 

happiness

for the 

future.    

We remain 

committed to developing services for members and aim 

to develop the bar and restaurant for all members. At 

present we have 3 types of berthing contract for the 

marina. There is monthly, quarterly and annual, 

although most of our members opt for the annual fee. 

Most then opt for the single annual payment. We intend 

to introduce payment by direct debit for this year’s 

berthing fees which should allow more flexibility.  

The club is on a secure financial footing but we can 

never be complacent about the future. The Club enjoys a 

fantastic reputation, has great facilities and with the 

continued support from our members we should be able 

to overcome any challenge that the future holds.

We would like to extend a very warm welcome to 

Daniel Russo, our new Clubhouse Manager.  Dan joined 

us on 1 March 2011 and has extensive experience in 

managing both bars and restaurants.  Dan enjoys travel, 

meeting new people and experiencing different cultures. 

He also likes to keep fit and says he is keen to try out 

sailing.  I am sure that can be arranged!    

Welcome Dan 
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That was then  -  this is now 
This is the first in an occasional series of articles by John 

Mead in which Bear Essentials catch up with old friends and 

acquaintances who may have lost touch with the Club over 

the years. Our first subject is Hywel Watkins with whom 

John happened to share two lifetime interests – sailing and 

working in the media.                                                           

This is Hywel’s story of how he first became a member of 

PMC all those years ago.  Hywel writes: “I joined Penarth 

Motor Boat and Sailing Club in the late Eighties having 

survived an interview overseen by a charming lady called 

Mrs Burman, if memory serves. In those days we were the 

proud owners of a renovated plywood Wayfarer dinghy, Sail 

Number 3751, in which we would mooch about the Bay, 

avoiding tankers in the River Ely. While working at HTV I 

met John Mead and it was through him that I first got a taste 

for cruiser racing. It tasted quite salty, in the sense that you 

caught a fair amount of “oggin” in the face while sitting with 

your legs outboard of the weather rail on Shewolf (John’s 

SHE 31) through the Frostbite and Early Bird series. I also 

crewed for Phil Williams when he acquired another Sigma 

33 Hooligan, but that was some time later. I have fond 

memories of the old Clubhouse on the River Ely, a small 

prefabricated shed that two enterprising members of PMC 

had purchased in Aberthaw for £100 and re-erected on the 

Club site, remarking that it would probably be all right for 

six months or so. It was still there 25 years later. The “craic” 

was good with rival crews swapping comments on each 

others’ competence/compliance with the rules/behaviour 

when broaching and so on. It was also pleasant to swap news 

of the cod season and the price of lugworm with the angling 

motor boat boys, cos’ well, I am a fisherman too.” 

So where is Hywel now?  Well, he retired from the media 

quite a few years ago having worked as production manager 

on many well-known television series, including Hollyoaks,

Mersey Television, Brookside and our own Pobl Y Cwm.

Hywel eventually moved to West Wales where he and his 

wife Louise converted a15th century barn in Coedcanlas into 

a wonderful home looking out at the upper reaches of the 

Cleddau River just above Lawrenny. The river here is 

known as Beggars Reach, and it’s where the herring come to 

spawn each year at this time. 

So what is Hywel 

doing now? Having 

built this new 

house he had an 

idea, but first he 

needed to get some 

nautical 

qualifications, 

which included 

RYA/MCA Sea 

Survival, RYA/MCA YM Offshore and perhaps more 

significantly RYA/MCA Advanced Powerboat 

(Commercially Endorsed). Hywel’s idea involved the huge 

new fuel terminal that was constructed 5 years ago on the 

site of the old Esso Refinery in Milford Haven. It’s now 

called

South

Hook and, 

many

millions of 

pounds

later, it is 

finally up 

and

running.

Huge tankers 

discharge LNG 

(Liquefied 

Natural Gas) 

shipped in 

from the 

Middle East 

(Qatar) ready 

for pumping via a special new huge pipeline from Milford 

through to storage facilities in the Midlands. Safety is 

paramount on this job and Hywel was very aware of that 

fact. So he applied for a job involving the control and 

operation of the many safety RIBs that he knew would be 

required 24/7 for this operation. Hywel says, “Having done 

a bit of sailing, I thought I might give it a go.” The 

interview turned out to be a masterpiece of relevance and 

brevity: 

BOSS:  Know anything about boats? 

HYWEL: I’ve just crewed on an Atlantic passage from 

Bermuda to Saundersfoot. 

BOSS: (With head in cupboard sorting out a tangle of 

Flotation Suits and lifejackets)        What size are you? 

ME:     ??????????? 

BOSS:   L, XL, XXL? Doing anything tomorrow? 

ME:     Double XL and I’m free for the rest of the week. 

BOSS :  Fine. Gelliswick Beach. You start quarter to six 

tomorrow morning, alright? 
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A few weeks ago, one beautiful sunlit frosty day in mid 

January, Hywel was kind enough to take Bear Essentials out 

in a RIB on a lighting (3-hour) tour of his nautical manor. He 

is a mine of information on the past and present happenings 

in this wonderful natural harbour and we hope the following 

will be useful if you are planning to visit the Haven this 

summer. By the way, in November 2009 Hywel became the 

Safety Boat Coxswain for Svitzer Line boats in Milford Haven.  

The first leg of our “tour” took us up the Pembroke River to 

see the construction site of the huge new power station due to 

come on stream in a year or so and designed to use Liquefied 

Natural Gas fuel to feed power into the National Grid. We 

then continued down to Pembroke Dock where we ran into a 

very old friend, Kelpie Boats. Started by Brian Davies in 1947, 

the company was taken over 

last September by new owners 

who are proposing to revitalize 

the business, which has already 

had an amazingly long history. 

We wish them every success.  

Engraved on this stone tablet on the front of the building is a 

sign that shows both the Army and the Royal Navy have used 

this building for more than 200 years.  

These wooden supports are joined to the original cliff face. The 

new project includes a café, a workshop and of course a 

chandlery. The site is not far from where the famous iron 

battleship Warrior lay rusting for many long years before 

being restored and placed alongside Nelson’s Flagship, Victory, 

in Portsmouth Harbour. Indeed, our next port of call was 

Milford Docks, which Nelson himself famously used. 

Overlooked by the Lord Nelson Hotel, the Dock is now a busy 

Marina with a big and splendidly refurbished lock at its 

entrance.   
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Llangwm is a very interesting and pretty village and the 

Llangwm Pool is a wonderfully safe anchorage, where you stay 

afloat.  Finally, we dashed back down the Haven just in time to 

see the arrival of the Irish Ferry.  Hywel Watkins is very happy 

with this 

way of 

life. As 

he says, 

“What

we do is 

not

arduous,

it entails 

a lot of 

sitting

about in 

all

weathers – true. But that includes startlingly lovely summer 

mornings, Turner sunsets and the sort of visibility that allows 

you to drift in the RIB, look down 3, 4 or 5 meters to the 

seabed.

“And then there’s the fun of being in a small way part of it all. 

To know that the captain of the Irish Ferry is a soft spoken man 

who will take the time on Ch 12 to compliment an old gaffer 

on her elegance and deportment as he cons his way up to 

Pembroke Dock without the aid of a Pilot. 

“To be granted two minutes’ grace on a lock access at Milford 

so you can cream through the closing gate on a dying bow-

wave having sprinted through a metre and a half chop in a fifty 

knot breeze. 

“It’s a great life if you don’t weaken!” 

On then to Lawrenny, where work is in progress to refurbish, 

(re-build in fact) the Yacht Station in this idyllic part of the 

Cleddau River.                 

A little further up another unspoiled corner of the river at 

Llangwm is still home to compass salmon fishermen 

exercising their ancient craft. And in a month or so, an open 

boat herring fleet will be going down to Beggars Reach to 

catch the herrings as they come up the river to spawn.   
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A Bird’s Eye View by Kevin Doyle 
As can be seen from the recent aerial photograph of the Sports Village site, we have not been immune from the recent 

downturn in development and construction investment. The site remained quiet throughout the winter except perhaps for 

the screams of terror from users of the White Water Centre. Behind the scenes however the signs are more positive. 

The site to the west of the Yacht Club which used to be referred to as Baypointe has been sold to a developer from the 

North West called Greenback Partnerships. They are already proving good neighbours and have extended club use of their 

site for overflow car parking at weekends. They are in discussion with Cardiff planners about a new residential 

development and dinghy sailors will be pleased to hear that 30 storey towers are not being considered this time. 

A planning application for the new Ice Arena has also been submitted and is currently under consideration by the 

Council. If it is granted consent in the spring we can expect construction to commence by the summer. 

Plans for the remainder of the waterfront site, which is everything between the Pool and the Bay stretching over to 

Morrison’s, are undergoing a substantial review to ensure that when the Council looks for a new development partner in 

April guidance is in place to ensure that we secure a range of sports and leisure facilities supported by appropriate 

commercial development.  This scheme will still be underpinned by a snow facility and will include a new multi-storey 

car park. With a fair wind we should have a new developer on board this year and see draft proposals for the rest of the 

site before Christmas. 

With positive news coming from Bayscape, the Cardiff Marine Group Hotel site, we could again be looking at construction 

on the Sports Village site later this year. 

The Club is planning a trip to the Beaulieu Boat Jumble on Sunday 17 April 

2011.  If you would like to add your name to the list please either contact 

our Admin Office or e mail sam@cbyc.co.uk

You will then be contacted with the cost if there is enough interest to 

warrant organising a coach. 
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Crossing a Celtic Sea 
This is the 

story of a 

cruise

undertaken 

last year by 

Richard

White, in his 

yacht 

Osprey.

Richard has 

been a 

member of 

the Club 

since 2000.

Osprey is an 

Elan 333. 

Before that, 

Richard who 

started

sailing in 

Cornwall;

after University he worked briefly as a professional 

fisherman before he became an I.T Manager.  He has owned 

a variety of sailing dinghies, some of which he built himself, 

then a lifeboat conversion followed by a Sparkman and 

Stephens 31 footer, and just before the present Elan above he 

had a Hanse 292. Richard’s claim to fame is that he was 

crossing the Bay of Biscay during the infamous Fastnet storm 

of 1979, he says “it was a bit windy”. He was joined on this 

Celtic Sea Cruise by two friends, Nick also an IT professional 

and skilled dinghy sailor and the final member of his crew 

was Martin, a Civil Engineer and a tough yacht helm. This is 

how Richard tells the story of last year’s cruise.   

I was sitting on a train heading back West from London, 

watching the moonlight reflected off the snow-covered 

fields of Berkshire, creating an attractive, dappled light as we 

sped by. For a while I was transported back to a June night 

in the Celtic Sea, a warm force 3 blowing in on the beam, a 

full moon lighting a pathway leading towards Ireland, 

phosphorescence following in our wake like a glittering 

highway. It had been a good day. Starting at dawn against 

the last of the flood from Barry Harbour, windless but clear 

skies promised an easy day in the Bristol Channel. The 

forecast Northerlies did not materialise so the first 15 hours 

were spent with the trusty Yanmar at 2,200 revs and, later, 

much sun-cream and many stories of earlier exploits shared 

by the 3-man crew. 

Around noon, a little past the Gower, we responded to a 

coastguard call to any vessels in the area. A small fishing 

craft had found itself 10 miles south of the Worm’s Head 

with an engine that would not start. The skipper thought his 

battery was dead so we offered to divert slightly and 

rendezvous to give assistance. It is surprising how small a 

boat looks at sea and how difficult it is to find, even with a 

position and a GPS to assist. We were pretty close before we  

spotted the small, white hull with its windscreen glinting in 

the sunshine. Our spare battery was removed and handed 

over to the single handed fisherman and the engine soon 

died again. The problem was clearly something more serious 

and a tow back to Swansea was the only option. Although 

we would not have left a fellow seafarer in these 

circumstances, the prospect of a 25 mile tow in the wrong 

direction was not appealing and we were delighted to hear 

from Swansea Coastguard that the lifeboat was on its way! 

We awaited their arrival to ensure a safe handover and had a 

small chuckle when the coxswain asked for a position, both 

his GPS systems having failed!                                              

Back on our way, the sun continued to shine and as we 

passed

north of 

Lundy, we 

were 

suddenly

surrounded 

by playful 

dolphins.

The

Common

Dolphin is 

a beautiful 

creature,

much given to following boats, leaping alongside the helm 

position and racing ahead on the bow wave. This behaviour 

continued for more than half an hour as we gathered some 

great photographs and took pleasure in gazing into the eyes 

of these wonderful animals – they gazing back with equal 

interest. 
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After dining on freshly baked Cornish Pasties and preparing 

our short-handed watch system for the night, at 9pm 

precisely, someone switched the wind on.   It came from the 

South. Steady and warm and strong enough to give us over 6 

knots. Our Elan 333 does not need much to get her going and 

it was with relief that we stopped the engine and trimmed the 

sails for a beam reach, our light weather, 145% genoa driving 

us towards Ireland at increasing speed. Now with 120 miles to 

go to reach Kinsale, we looked forward to an exciting night 

sail as the wind picked up to force 4.  

Throughout that night we romped along in the moonlight, 

one of those rare nights to be remembered for a very long 

time. The sky was clear and the constellations clearly visible 

to steer by. With a well balanced rig, a steady breeze and the 

cross trees aligned with a convenient constellation, the 

compass was barely needed for reference. It was a beautiful 

night! Occasional encounters with dolphins, trawlers and 

ferries kept us on our toes and just before first light the wind 

picked up to force 5 or 6 and veered ominously forward of the 

beam.  

The skipper 

had decided to 

hoist the 

storm jib but 

chose to wait 

until it was 

fully light for 

safety’s sake, 

so at 4am the 

genoa was 

fully rolled 

away and the 

foredeck worked to hoist the storm jib. At times like these, 

preparation is everything, the inner forestay having been 

rigged the evening before in case of need. The slightly 

oversized storm jib set flat and hard and in combination with 

triple reefed main, gave us very snug rig indeed. By 0430 the 

wind was blowing force 6 or 7 from the south-west, making it 

hard work keeping our course. Nevertheless our boat speed of 

over 7 knots carried us towards the Irish coast like a 

Nantucket Sleighride.               

The sun rose in a sky filled with fluffy white clouds and the 

day developed warm and windy. It felt more like the 

Caribbean than the Celtic Sea!   

Throughout the day the wind gradually headed us but 

continued steady and strong with seas building to present 

an exciting and somewhat wet ride. Kinsale seemed to get 

further away with 28 knots of wind fine off the port bow. 

Shortly after lunch, we decided to divert to Youghal, some 

20 miles to the north west. Sailing “full and bye” again, our 

speed quickly reached 7 or 8 knots on course for Youghal. 

Most significant ports on the Irish coast seem to have a 

fairway buoy to greet the mariner on first landfall and 

Youghal is no exception.    

To reach an estuary offering reasonable shelter it is 

necessary to cross a shallow bar and the fairway buoy is 

very helpful in kicking off the pilotage from the correct 

starting point. The half-tide was on the rise so, despite the 

white water all around and the shoaling draft, the entrance 

was made with some confidence. Preparation in advance at 

home using the Irish Cruising Club’s excellent “Sailing 

Directions” is highly recommended for entering unfamiliar 

Irish ports. Opposite the town of Youghal there were 

various options for anchoring and a local kindly offered us a 

mooring. However, with 1.95metres of draft, none of these 

offered sufficient water at LWS so we pressed on up the 

estuary as far as the low road bridge where the wind was a 

bit less ferocious and the water much deeper.  

Later, when things calmed down and the sun continued to 

shine, a pleasant evening and a quiet night were enjoyed. 

The following day we beat along the coast to Cork against a 

strong headwind with driving rain. This was more like we 

had expected! For the inexperienced crew it was a good 

exercise in watch-keeping as we strained to identify dark  
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headlands looming out of the rain and mist before timing our 

tacks for maximum progress.   

Crosshaven was all quite 

in the run-up to Cork 

Week with local 

yachting people rather 

downbeat about the 

prospect of a good turn 

out this year. Yachties 

are feeling the pinch just 

like everyone else it 

seems. Marina prices 

had reduced quite a bit 

since our last trip to 

Ireland two years before, 

a reflection, perhaps, of 

changed supply and 

demand in the industry.  

The next day brought blazing sunshine and an opportunity to 

use the huge cruising shute for our short trip to Kinsale. The 

estuary where Kinsale lies is one of the most attractive 

imaginable, sitting as it does in the lee of The Old Head of 

Kinsale with green fields, sandy beaches and old forts 

guarding both sides. Plenty of water enables a variety of 

vessels to operate from there including a number of Tall 

Ships which pay it a visit from time to time.  At this time the 

entire Round the World Clipper fleet was in port, having 

completed the last leg across the Atlantic in record time  

owing to strong winds.  Despite the overcrowding, the 

Kinsale Yacht Club marina staff were very welcoming and 

found us a berth for the rest of the week. The sun shone 

and the wind blew strong and true for the next 4 days 

restricting us to a daily foray out, along the coast and back 

for the evening’s merriment in the town. We poked around 

west of the Old Head of Kinsale on the milder days and 

tucked into the lee of the Old Head on the more blustery 

ones. Fish were caught at a quiet anchorage, cooked fresh 

and eaten. The sun shone and Ireland looked at her very 

best that week in late June. Kinsale is badged as the 

yachting centre of South West Ireland. It is indeed a very 

pretty place with a welcoming feel and plenty of lively 

pubs, many with folk singers, some of whom are really 

very good! The place was buzzing due to the Clipper fleet 

being in port. I suspect it would be much quieter at other 

times of the summer as attested to by the fact that the 

second marina, located just across the estuary from the 

town, was half empty. This would be a good port to kick-

off from for a Fastnet rounding and points west. It is the 

last place heading west on this coast with multiple facilities 

available and entry possible in most winds at all states of 

the tide. And it can be reached from Cardiff in a couple of 

days with a fair wind. Cork Airport is a 20 minute taxi ride 

away so it is also accessible. Our crew change at the end of 

the week took advantage of the direct link to Cardiff 

Airport. Following this glorious week of summer sunshine 

and boisterous winds, the new crew made the return 

passage back to Cardiff amid a series of ominous forecasts 

via a varied route. But that’s another story…one for me to 

think about between Didcot Parkway and Swindon….. 

Richard tells Bear Essentials that that opportunity to plan 

their next trip has paid off and, continuing the Celtic Seas 

theme, they are looking forward to a longish summer 

cruise to Brittany, and the following year a three month 

trip to St Petersburg!   
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The organizing committee of the Penarth Pier “Let’s Make it 

Happen” campaign, spearheaded by Maggie Knight, owner of 

the Washington Gallery, has just announced a massively 

exciting step forward with their fund raising efforts with the 

news that the Vale of Glamorgan Council has confirmed an 

£800,000 commitment to funding this project.   In addition 

there has been approval from the Welsh Assembly 

Government and the Big Lottery Fund to proceed with a 

matching grant in the same amount.  A final £1.6 million bid 

is also nearing 

submission to the 

Heritage Lottery 

Fund, and a 

decision on that 

is due this spring. 

The interior (seen 

here as it is at the 

moment) will 

also be revitalized 

and plans include 

restaurants, stage 

shows, exhibition 

spaces, meeting 

places, art 

galleries and 

features on local 

maritime history.   

More good news for the Penarth Pier Pavilion 

The committee is also researching the possibility of 

having a viewing gallery within the Pavilion where 

streamed live “web cam” pictures might be viewed. 

These could be from cameras on the White Water 

Rafting Centre in the International Sports Village or live 

pictures from Flat Holm showing fantastic footage of the 

bird life on the island and/or the famous Steep Holm 

Nature Reserve, with its colonies of cormorants and 

sightings of peregrine falcons.  Who knows, there might 

even be footage from local Yacht Clubs in the Bristol 

Channel, including CBYC.  In technical terms, this is all 

entirely possible. The seaside piers around the coast of 

Britain stand as a powerful reminder of the 

achievements of Victorian engineers and entrepreneurs. 

At the turn of the last century, almost a hundred piers 

existed: now only half remain and several face an 

uncertain future. Penarth is so lucky that this dedicated 

campaign is working tirelessly to keep our much loved 

Pier and its Pavilion for future generations, and it 

deserves our unqualified support. If the campaign is 

successful, when you look at the Pier on the Penarth 

Esplanade in 3 years’ time, the top picture shows this is 

what it will look like. The refurbished Pavilion is set to 

re-open in early 2013.  
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Work

commenced on 

the 15 February 

removing the 

former coal (and 

later oil) 

terminal jetty in 

the Ely River.  

The jetty used to 

be protected 

under the terms 

of its Grade II designation, but in some mysterious way this has 

been removed and the powers that be now refer to it as “The 

Iron Ore“ jetty.  Well, shall we just say that not many of us can 

remember this jetty having any connection with the loading or 

unloading of Iron Ore.  Barrie Metcalf writes:  I set up a 

drawing of the scheme in the Club when the plans to remove 

the jetty were first mooted some two years ago. At the time, 

Cardiff Harbour Authority did not have the funding available 

to go ahead with the new scheme. It appears that they do now.  

The drawing above can be found in the corner of the 

Quarterdeck Bar and I will of course answer any questions 

about this plan.   

The basic principle 

is that the old Esso 

Jetty behind the 

walkway between L 

and N pontoons will 

be removed and an 

environmental zone 

will be built 

consisting of islands, 

reed beds and bird 

perches to help 

encourage wild life. 

A similar but larger 

wet park can be 

visited on the other 

side of the Bay near 

Mermaid Quay. 

HERITAGE OUT, HERONS IN -  the story so far

In practical terms, the work on 

demolishing the old Esso Jetty will 

cause disruption to Club members 

during the periods of the proposed 

construction.  If you are in the posh part of the marina, this 

will not affect you.  All of us in the cheap seats on M and N 

pontoons will suffer, or have suffered already, from some 

reorganization involved in allowing the contractors to 

access the demolition site by water.  Everything should be 

back in place by the spring but further work is planned for 

January and February 2012 and maybe the year after that as 

well. 

So that’s how our Marina Manager, Barrie Metcalf, sees 

matters as they stand at the moment.  

Bear Essentials has taken upon itself the task of further 

exploring what might or might not happen and sharing 

with our membership certain doubts and indeed rumours 

about the scheme.  Firstly, in light of the recession that we 

all know only too well is biting deep and hard, we have to 

ask whether the Port Authority, having taken down the 

jetty, still has funds to complete the construction of the 

“wildlife park”?   Secondly there is the question of the 

proposed water access for kayaks and canoes from the 

White Water Rafting Centre into the River Ely.  A small 

pier is proposed by the Centre to allow kayakers and 

canoeists to join us in enjoying the river waters.  How and 

where is this going to be constructed?  Will we ourselves 

benefit from having access to some of the water once 

occupied by the old jetty?  Will we have more or less 

moorings or maybe just the same number?   The steel 

shuttering remains in place all along the river bank, so how 

big is the new wildlife park going to be? So again we must 

ask, does the Port Authority really have sufficient money to 

make it all come into being?  And if the old jetty has gone 

and the wildlife park is not constructed, what then?  Barrie 

tells Bear Essentials he will do his best to keep us all up to 

date with how the  project is proceeding and to answer 

what questions he can on the future of the old coal and oil 

jetty, which once housed the last remaining coal loading 

and unloading staithes in South Wales,  part of which can 

still just about be seen within the White Water Rafting 

Centre. 
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Angling  -  the latest news from Syd Hearne
At last, the cod seem to have come back in to our area. It 

is ironic that last year we decided to call off the Open 

Cod Competition because of lack of fish. We hope that 

this resurgence will bode well for the future.  

The trophy board is still dominated by Ashleigh Jade 

although he is now only 2 boat points ahead of Phat Cat,

with Gladiator in third place. With regard to the 

individuals, Bill Gronow is still at least 10 points ahead of 

John Gittins, with Craig Deans now in third place.  

We have our Annual Presentation evening on Saturday 

16 April and back by popular demand is ‘Rocking Dave.’ 

Tickets are on sale now at £10 per head to include curry 

and rice. Please make sure you get your tickets early as 

I’m sure the evening will be a sell out. We will also be 

organising our usual raffle. 

The heaviest specimen prize for the Cod is now held by 

Andrew Griffiths of Katz Whiskas, heaviest Thornback is 

Bill Gronow, heaviest bass is Gareth Gronow and 

heaviest conger is Rob Williams who caught his 26lb fish 

on Gladiator.

We had an open forum on Wednesday 9 February where 

members of the committee were available to discuss any 

issues within the Angling Section. We had a good 

turnout and will report on the outcome in the next 

edition of Bear Essentials. We will also be looking for 

new blood for the committee this year as there are 

various positions available. I will be looking forward to 

nominations for the Committee for the New Year. 

We have had two very successful competitions in 

conjunction with Cardiff Yacht Club in the last few 

months and they have done exceptionally well at 

winning the cash prizes available. We will have the usual 

Easter Bunny Cup Competition  on Easter Sunday with 

50% of the proceeds going towards cancer research in 

memory of the late Bunny Robbins.  

The chicken run held in December was well supported 

and we gave out approximately 27 chickens, free to all 

section members who had qualified. 

As we are rather short of images in this edition I would 

appeal to anybody who has caught some decent fish to 

simply send their photographs to Kirsty at 

admin@cbyc.co.uk  together with details of weight, type 

of fish etc 

The last competition of the fishing year was on 6 March 

with a potential 40 individual points and 15 boat points 

available.

Thank you all, including visitors, for the excellent 

participation in the competitions held this year. We look 

forward to a new and fruitful fishing year and I hope the 

cod remain around for 2011/12. 

Please be aware that the Angling Section AGM will be 

held on Wednesday 16 March at 8.00pm in the 

downstairs bar/training room. 

STOP PRESS 
Phat Cat has just overtaken Ashleigh Jade in the boat points 

competition. 

Boat Jumble
Saturday 2 April

 9am to 1pm 

Pitches are free to Club 

members only.

To register your interest or for 

further information please contact 

Syd Hearne on 07764605245 
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After the celebrations and Mike Bailey's birthday party on 

board Sinamaru the wind kindly went NE F6 so we could all 

beat all the way back.  Jackhammer, having sailed all the way 

from Cardiff to Padstow and back to Barry didn't have 

enough fuel to get back to Cardiff in the dying wind! Dizzy

on the other hand had plenty of fuel but none of it getting to 

the engine. It was great that Zephyr was only about ten miles 

away and came back to tow me home! A larger fleet turned 

up for the Watchet trip and I met Club members there I'd 

never seen before! A great sail both ways across as well and it 

was good to see so many boats there. The Marina were able 

to offer a 10% discount on the overnight berthing fees - one 

more of us and it would have been 15%! 

The final trip 

was to 

Bristol and 

that saw the 

biggest 

turnout of 

the series. 

Good sailing 

up there 

with most 

boats 

arriving at 

Avonmouth a little bit early and creeping up the river, under 

Brunel’s bridge and locking into Cumberland Basin.  

Whether you want to SWIG or SWOG we’re off again! 

The SWOG was originally a cruiser racing series aimed at 

those who were looking for longer passage races, but over the 

course of time it had rather faded away. But last year it was 

back and this time to encourage the participation of the 

novice and cruising sailors. 

The basic format is that on the Friday night the overnight 

racers set off followed by the day racers and cruising fleet on 

the Saturday morning. The plan is that everybody arrives at 

the chosen destination on the Saturday afternoon and meets 

up for a quiet little drink or something at the quayside. 

Everybody then returns to Cardiff on the Sunday, either 

racing or cruising. 

Last years events took in Swansea, Padstow, Watchet and 

Bristol. The first weekend was at Easter and saw five boats set 

off on the Friday evening in quite difficult conditions. Of 

those only two completed the course and two others reaching 

Swansea with the other returning to Cardiff. The following 

morning the cruising fleet and the day racers set off and 

arrived outside the Tawe lock mid afternoon. It was great to 

be able to tie up outside Swansea Yacht and Sub Aqua Club as 

their guests for the night and we all made proper use of their 

bar facilities. On the Sunday although a little thick headed we 

sailed back to Cardiff with Judgement Day making the trip in 

four and a half hours! 

Padstow is always the destination for Mayday! This trip is 

always going to be difficult as everyone has different work 

commitments etc, and so the racers can choose their own start 

time from the Thursday morning to the Friday night and the 

cruising fleet 

come and go as 

they see fit. It 

was quite quiet 

at Padstow last 

year due to the 

weather, but all 

credit to 

Sleeper and 

Jackhammer

who beat all the 

way there in a 

brisk SWerly. 
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This time we were all rafted up together outside the Lloyds 

Amphitheatre and enjoyed a cheese and wine reception at the 

waters edge, before enjoying many of the fine bars and 

restaurants that Bristol has to offer. Apparently there are lots 

of taxis available to bring back anyone who might have spent 

an hour walking back to their boat, but in the wrong direction. 

Some then returned to Cardiff on the Sunday with others on 

the Bank Holiday Monday. 

Over 30 boats took part in the one or more of the weekends 

last year, with John Ballinger’s Jackhammer winning the race 

series and Carl Mallory’s Pure Chemistry coming a not 

especially close second. 

This year it will be more of the same. And for £10 it will be 

difficult to resist I should have thought. There are four 

weekends away and all to destinations within easy reach of 

Cardiff and all with safe marina berthing, often free or heavily 

discounted. You get free eventwear and the chance to buy 

extra and there will be more goodies as well! There will be 

briefing sessions before each trip so that people can get to 

know each other and share some useful advice before they set 

off and there will be an informal gathering at each destination 

that will very likely include wine and/or cheese. The series is 

suitable for pretty much anyone who wants to cruise in a bit of 

company, or  those who want either short day passage races or 

even longer races of 100 miles or so. 

The planned weekends for this year are as follows but may 

change of course depending on the weather etc; 

If you are interested in taking part then you need to complete 

an entry form. These are available from behind the bar, from 

the office or online at www.cbyc.co.uk/swog  If you want 

more information then email me, David Cairncross, at 

swog@cbyc.co.uk where you can also join the discussion on 

the online forum or call me on 07771 8053  09.  

Photographs kindly supplied by David Cairncross and Neil 

Harding.

29th April - 1st May Padstow

27th - 29th May Bristol

2nd - 3rd July Swansea

26th - 28th August Watchet

Sailor’s Duff 
John Mead writes – Marilyn my wife is 

a magnificent cook but will not allow 

me to print that fact in this edition of 

Bear Essentials.  It was Marilyn who 

dug out this recipe from her collection 

of (highly recommended) recipes from 

the world-famous writer, cook and 

cookery demonstrator, Lady Claire MacDonald. 

Claire MacDonald has 

lived here at Kinloch 

Lodge on the Isle of Skye 

in the Inner Hebrides for 

nearly four decades. She 

is married to Godfrey, 

Macdonald of 

Macdonald, High Chief 

of the Clan Donald  and 

operates Kinloch Lodge as a hotel, now famed for its (her) 

cooking, having been cited as one of the top 25 hotels in the 

world according to the Conde Nest Traveller magazine.  The 

following recipe for this delicious steamed pudding is taken 

from Claire’s Early Seasonal Cooking which was published in 

1983, long before our preoccupation with eating seasonal food 

came back into fashion. The recipe is given in both imperial 

and metric measurements, but make sure you only follow one 

set and don’t mix them. As they say in all good restaurants 

these days, enjoy!  

SERVES 6 

For the steamed pudding: 

2 egg whites 
2 rounded tablespoons caster sugar 
3 oz (75 g) muscovado sugar 
1½ oz (40 g) butter, melted 
1 rounded teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 
7 oz. (200 g) plain flour (sieved) 
½ rounded teaspoon baking powder 
pinch of salt 
For the sauce: 

2 egg yolks 
7 oz (200 g) icing sugar, sieved 
½ teaspoon vanilla essence 
½ pint (300 ml) double cream, whipped 

Beat together the egg whites and caster sugar. Beat in the 

muscovado sugar and melted butter. Dissolve the bicarbonate 

of soda in 2 tablespoons warm water and beat into the 

mixture with the flour and baking powder. Lastly beat in 4 fl 

oz (125 ml) boiling water and a pinch of salt. Put into a 

buttered 2 pint (1.1 litre) pudding basin and cover tightly 

with a circle of greaseproof paper. Clip on the lid or securely 

tie a muslin cloth over the top of the basin. Put the basin in a 

very big saucepan half-filled with boiling water and steam for 

45 minutes. Then turn out the pudding onto a heated dish.   

To make the sauce, beat together the egg yolks, icing sugar 

and vanilla essence until pale and fluffy. Just before serving 

fold the whipped cream into the egg mixture. 

© Claire Macdonald of Macdonald, 1983 
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Calling all photographers!    
What would you like to see on the front cover of 

the handbook? 

We are always in a quandary deciding on an 

image to be used on the front cover of our Year 

Book, so this year we thought it would be a good 

idea to ask you for some ideas .  If you think you 

already have an image suitable for the front 

cover of the 2011/2012 Year Book or have an 

idea for a photograph you would like to take for 

the front cover, why not enter our photo 

competition. 

Ideally the image should be in portrait not landscape format and 300dpi.  The subject 

matter is anything and everything relating to Cardiff Bay Yacht Club shore or water 

based.  All entries to be submitted either by email to jh@janie.f9.co.uk or put on disc and 

left at our Admin Office.  Please make sure you add your contact details, by Monday 28 

February 2011.     Prizes will be awarded to the winning entry  and three runners up. 

Photo Competition 

The Four Seasons 
By Vivaldi?  No, by Bear Essentials

As some of you may have noticed, Bear Essentials does not always drop onto your doormat 

in the correct month.  When John and I first started producing the colour version of our 

Club magazine we decided to opt for April, July, October and January. But now; due to a 

variety of reasons, mainly pressure of work, we have decided to produce Winter, Spring, 

Summer and Autumn editions thus giving us a little more leeway in the collating and 

production of articles although we will still have deadlines to work to.  All members are 

actively encouraged to submit articles for inclusion. 

Winter Talks Update 
In the last edition of Bear Essentials we publicised a series of Winter Talks in the hope that they would be of interest to the 

membership.  With three Talks already under our belt it is very evident from the fantastic level of support at each event that 

we have hit upon a receipt for success.  Just to remind you, we still have four talks remaining: 

Tuesday 8 March, 8pm        -          Ted Hill, Managing Director of ECHA Microbiology Ltd on “The Mighty Microbe Strikes  

     again Thanks to New Fuel Regulations from Brussels”. 

Tuesday 22 March, 8pm       -          Robert Parry Jones, Conservation Manager, Wildlife Trust, on the resurgence of the  

      Otter in Cardiff Bay. 

Tuesday 5 April, 8pm           -           Steve Parker and his crew on their trip to the Azores on Courtier. 

Tuesday 19 April, 8pm         -           Chris Jones, Marine Safety Controller of the Bristol Port Company, on pilotage and   

       general navigation advice for small craft in the Bristol Channel.   

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE 19 APRIL TALK IS IN ADDITION TO THOSE ALREADY ADVERTISED IN THE LAST 

EDITION OF BEAR ESSENTIALS. 

We are currently working on our programme of talks for next winter so if you have any suggestions or 

ideas on what you would like to see in the Club please either drop me an email at jh@janie.f9.co.uk or 

phone me on 07974561514. 
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Over the last couple of years the Dinghy Park has been slowly filling up with dinghies. 

However, even though it is currently full, we seemed to have seen fewer dinghies on the 

water last year than in previous years for some reason.  Given the good weather we had last 

year, this is somewhat of a disappointment.  

Unfortunately, because the Dinghy Park is currently full, we had to turn people with 

dinghies away from dinghy berths during the latter part of the year due to the lack of room 

for them to store their boats at the club. We now also have a waiting list of people wanting 

to bring their dinghies down to the club. What’s also disappointing is having to tell adults 

at the end of each adult dinghy course that unfortunately they won’t be able to get a boat 

and bring it down to the club to continue their new found hobby as there are no spare 

dinghy spaces available at present. 

So in an attempt to:  

a) get more Dinghies and sailors on the water and 

b) free up space in the Dinghy Park currently being taken up by un-sailed Dinghies,  

the Dinghy Committee has decided to increase the number of sails required from 66 to 10 

under the ‘Use it or Lose it’ policy from April 2011. As part of this policy, we will also be asking people to complete at least 77

out of the 10 sails between April and the end of November. That’s less than one sail a month during the best weather of the 

year! (It is surprising how many boats only get wet during the coldest months of the year in February and March. Surely they 

would find it nicer to be sail in the summer when it’s warmer!) 

Please remember to llog your sail in the Admin Office or at the Bar after you have been on the water (unless you’ve been 

racing, in which case the results are used).  

Note: when it comes to the grand count up at the end of the year,  NNo Log = No Sail, even if you have been out! If you are 

unable to sail for any length of time for a specific reason, please let the Dinghy Committee know in advance if possible. 

Dinghy News from Idris Dibble …………. 

Use it or Lose it policy for 2011 - Andrew Phillips explains... 

We are pleased to announce that the Committee has 

arranged a joint Flying Fifteen/Enterprise Open 

Meeting over the weekend of the 21/22 May 2011 and 

are also planning an Asymmetric Open for the 

Autumn.  We are also hoping for a good show of 

support from our Flying Fifteen fleet at the Open 

Meeting at Llangorse on 14 and 15 May 2011. 

Another important step forward, this year, is the 

formation of the South East Region of the WYA and 

we are pleased to advise that we have a strong 

representation on this newly formed committee.  In 

the past we have had very good relations with both 

CYC and PYC with all three Clubs benefiting from this 

close liaison.  In the same way our presence on the WYA South East Region can only strengthen dinghy sailing in this region 

of Wales.  It is also hoped that we will come up with some innovative ideas in order to retain the young sailors in the 18/20 

age group who complete the highly successful WYA Youth Training but then drift away from the Club.  It is important that 

we retain this valuable input into Club membership as they are the future of all our Clubs.  Our Club has excellent training 

courses for both youth and adults at very reasonable rates. 

PLEASE DO NOT DUMP YOUR BATTERIES ON CLUB PROPERTY 
8 batteries were recently found on Club premises, on the pitching by the 

Diesel tank.  This flagrant lack of respect for Club rules and our environment 

is unacceptable and the callous culprits who dumped them should be 

ashamed of themselves for their laziness when it is so easy these days to take 

them to a recycling centre.



20

CARDIFF BAY YACHT CLUB  
Bar and Restaurant opening hours 

Winter Opening hours with effect from November  2010 

   DAY  BAR    RESTAURANT 

 Monday  17.00-23.00                      Closed   

 Tuesday  17.00-23.00                      Closed 

 Wednesday 12noon-23.00  12noon-15.00 18.00-21.00 

 Thursday 12noon-23.00  12noon-15.00 18.00-21.00  **** 

 Friday  12noon-23.00  12noon-15.00 Closed  

 Saturday 12noon-Midnt  12noon-15.00 18.00-21.00 **** 

 Sunday  12noon-22.30  12noon-15.00 ****Closed

****       To avoid disappointment it is always advisable to book, especially on a Sunday 

Sunday Lunches - Traditional Sunday lunches are served throughout the 

year and consist of 2 or 3 courses.  

Wednesday Night - Always referred to as Fishermens Night with a varied 

menu available also incorporating a Curry Night. 

Thursday Evening - Bistro night serving a selection of steaks and grills 

together with a mouth-watering and varied 3-course menu throughout the year 

and is highly recommended.   

Saturday Evening  - Our regular menu is available unless we have a Club 

function, with specials changing weekly. 

A selection of MMidday Meals & Bar Snacks are also available  

For further information or to book a table please phone  0029 2022 6575 during 
the Bar opening hours as above, or out of Bar hours, our Admin Office on 0029
2066 6627.

Cardiff Bay Yacht Club 

Ely Harbour 

Ferry Road 

Grangetown

Cardiff

CF11 0JL 

Admin: 029 2066 6627 

Fax:      029 2066 6627 

Bar:       029 2022 6575 
E mail: admin@cbyc.co.uk 

Editorial Information: 

Jane Hall 07974561514 

E mail: 

jh@janie.f9.co.uk 

John Mead 07770760872 
E mail:

office@johnmeadtv.co.uk 

Affiliated to: 

Royal Yachting Association  

(RYA) 

Bristol Channel Yachting 

Association (BCYA) 

Bon Voyage to Paul Llewellyn who sadly passed away 

recently. 

John Jeffries remembers a very popular member of CBYC….. 

From an early age, as a Technical Officer on Post Office 

Telephones (later British Telecom), Paul was deeply interested 

in boating, with his early efforts as a keen dinghy sailor, which 

involved sailing in his Enterprise Dinghy.  Later on the joined 

the Cruiser Sailing fraternity  to which end he built a 

Snapdragon 24. Then came Indulgence a 24 foot Cabin Cruiser 

which he fitted out himself.   

In later years Paul sold Indulgence and took up dinghy racing 

again as a member of the Flying Fifteen fleet with his new boat 

Ffrolic in which he enjoyed great success and indeed 

satisfaction.

Paul loved the sea, sailing, and children, and was instrumental 

in the rebirth of  the Dinghy Section, mainly for youngsters, at 

C.B.Y.C.  This, as we all know, has now gone from strength to 

strength.  The Club can now boast of a vibrant and highly 

successful sailing school which competes with great success on 

the water both in Wales and internationally.  Paul’s 

enthusiasm, drive and helpfulness to any sailor in difficulties 

was legendary, as was his affection for  our Club. 

Paul will be sadly missed by everyone who had the pleasure of 

knowing him in the club.   

With his departure, C.B.Y.C. and the sport of sailing, has lost 

one of its most colourful and dedicated characters,  and I feel 

sure that those who knew him will be united in wishing him a 

fond and heartfelt farewell.  

Our Annual Prize Giving Dinner is on 

Saturday 26 March 2011.  Our guest speaker 

is Peter Walker, the England and Wales 

Cricketer and recently retired President of 

Glamorgan Cricket Club.  This dinner is the 

Club’s opportunity to reward those who 

have helped the Club and also, of course, to 

award the famous Farmer’s Trophy usually 

won by someone who has been unable to 

help themselves or have got themselves into 

a totally inexplicable and amusing mess on 

land or at sea!!  Last year we were spoilt for 

choice and so breaking  with tradition, 

Jonathan Crofts Davies,  after reading out 

the five contenders, put it to a vote and that 

is how Barrie Metcalf, our Marina Manager, 

was awarded the Farmer’s Trophy in 2010 

for launching our new hoist!   

Tickets for this year’s Annual Dinner and 

Prizegiving are on sale now from the Bar or 

Admin Office at £19.50 per head.  Details of 

the three-course menu will be advertised 

shortly.


