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Six Commodores in a raft  -  Just !!_______________________

“Come on Jonathan,” said Roger, “put your back into it”!  “Ok, 

old man,” said Jonathan, “I am trying my best you know.” 

“Oh no” said Nick, “we‘re going to capsize.”  “I can’t find my 

paddle,” said Jonathan. “Come on chaps, pull it together,” 

said John. 

“Get your oar in the water,” said the Coach. “I’m trying!” said 

Kevin. “Put your weight to the back” shouted Roger, “or else 

I’m going for a swim.”  “Don’t panic” said Colin our stand-in 

Commodore. “Just be thankful Crasher Mead isn’t here.” 

“That was close, chaps,” said Roger.  “Too right,” said Colin. 

“If John Mead was here we would have all gone in for sure.”  

“I think I would rather face an AGM” said Jonathan.” “So 

would we,” they all said in unison. 

“Ok, gentlemen,” said the Coach, “Let’s line the raft up!” “And to think people actually pay to do this,” said Jonathan. 

Our sincere thanks go  to Roger Dunstan, Jonathan Crofts Davies, Colin Lyons, John Jefferies, Nick Sawyer and Kevin Rolfe 
for their sporting approach to this photo call exclusively for Bear Essentials. 
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Kevin Doyle brings us up to date on news from the ISV

The White Water Canoe Centre is now 

operating. On March 24th Amy Williams, gold 

medallist in the Vancouver Winter Olympics, 

opened the facility. Interest, particularly from 

schools, has grown steadily and during the 

Easter break the centre did brisk business. In 

addition to white water rafting, the UK 

Olympic team has already “tested” the centre, 

pronouncing the facilities “world class”. The 

RNLI has also been assessing the course as a 

potential flood emergency training centre.  

Later in March the four Pont Y Werin 

bridge sections were lifted into place. 

Work to the hydraulic system which will 

lift the bascule section is proceeding well 

and the first test lifts will commence at the 

end of April.  The bridge is expected to be 

commissioned to the point where it will 

open twice hourly on demand in early 

June with full access to pedestrians later 

that month. 

Elsewhere on the ISV site, the recession continues to 

have an effect and the larger projects are delayed. 

Work is continuing however to design a new Ice 

Arena and the target date for completion of this 

remains late 2011. Discussions are continuing with a 

potential snow dome operator and hopefully the 

financial climate will improve in 2010 and allow 

movement on the rest of the site. 

Finally, the Harbour Authority’s Outdoor Action 

Show will take place on 19th and 20th June. For the 

first time this will be held on the Sports Village 

peninsula. This will include a range of 

exciting activities and demonstrations from 

climbing to white water rafting. The show is 

complemented by other Bay activities, 

including the Scott Centenary Celebrations

organised by the Scott Society in Cardiff. The 

Tall Ship Stavros S Niarchos, will open to the 

public in Roath Dock, and there will be a 

guest lecture in Cardiff University by Sir 

Ranulph Fiennes. Further details of these can 

obtained from www.captainscottsociety.com . 

There will also be an outdoor exhibition 

organised by the Harbour Authority under 

the Barrage Sails celebrating the life of Scott 

and his Antarctic Exhibition.
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For those who attended the AGM they will have heard this piece already – or at least the  un-amended part. I know AGMs 

are not the most exciting thing the Club does (well they can be), but I have to say the day before myself and the previous five

Commodores were kindly invited to try out the new White Water Rafting Centre. I will let you make up your own minds 

from the front cover and accompanying pictures on page two as to whether a good time was had by all. As we were capsized 

(I suspect deliberately) and dumped into the freezing water I did wonder about the things I do for the Club and someone said 

“Which do you prefer, being chucked in the water or facing the club at the AGM?”

This has been a fairly successful year for the Club. We have had some excellent events. Last year’s Regatta was very 

successful, including the Summer Ball. The Shanghai Cup went off very well and the social events surrounding the event 

were very well supported, as were Ellen McArthur’s talk and John Mead’s talk on Bill Tilman. A big thank you too, to those 

who attended the Annual Dinner – it was well supported as you can see from the pictures on page 3, including the Farmer’s 

Trophy recipient, awarded this year to our own Marina Manager, Barrie Metcalf, for christening our new hoist. 

Council of Management 2010  -  2011____________
Jonathan Crofts-Davies
Commodore 

I have been a  member 
for many years.  A keen 
racer, I help the Club as 
best I can.  Owner of 
Corsair.

Mike Joynson 
Company Secretary 

Dinghy sailor and 
member of the Club 
for five years.  
Secretary of the 
Dinghy Section for 
the past three and 
introduced the 'Use 

it or lose it' policy."  

Paul Simes
Vice Commodore 

I have been a member 
for 10 years.  
Dinghy/Keelboat 
sailor.  Director and 
Welsh Topper Coach 
waterside of the Club. 

Jane Hall  
Rear Commodore

A member for a number of 
years. Membership 
Secretary for four years and 
Co-Editor of Bear Essentials.  
I enjoy sailing when time  
and gardening allow. 

Mari Jones   
Membership Secretary

This is my third year on the 
COM and my second year as 
Membership Secretary.  I 
am also the contact for 
Child Protection within our 
Club. I enjoy sailing when 

time permits and our boat Eos is kept on the 
pontoons. I am happy to assist in any way I 
can.

Steve Cooper  
Committee 
Member 

I have been a 
member for eight 
years. I sail a J80 
Sports boat and I 
am the Class 
Chairman both for 

the UK and this Club.  

Stuart Preece 
Committee 
Member 

I have been a 
member for over 
15 years.
Currently own a 
cruising yacht 
Shallow Bauble 

and I am also a member of the Fishing 
Section.  I am recently retired as a Facilities 
Manager and feel I now have the time and 
expertise to be of benefit to the Club.  

Neil Baldwin 
Committee Member 

I have been a member 
since 2001 and own yacht 
Pure Spirit. Started 
sailing at age 7, racing on 
National 12s, Merlin 

Rockets and Fireballs. I hold Coastal Skipper 
Cert, RYA PB2, Radar & Diesel engine and 
Yachtmaster Offshore. Member of the RYA 
and Cruising Association. As I travel 
extensively I have been able to visit many 
Yacht Clubs around the globe and hope to 
assist our Club in any way I can. 

Peter Gamble 
Committee Member

I have been a member 
for eight years and sail 
Fore Bitters, a Shipman 
28, together with co-
owners Andrew Board 
and David Robbins and 
his son Dale. The Fore 
Bitters crew have really 

enjoyed the competitive but good natured 
racing in the PY Fleet over the past two or 
three years.  I hope I can be of assistance to 
the Club. 

Chris Jenkins   
Committee Member 

I have been a member on 
and off since 1974.  I love 
all aspects of using the 
water and would like to 
see the Club prosper.  I 
represent the fishing 

section, where I am currently Vice 
Chairman. 

Colin Farr 
President

I have worked for the 
club for 20+ years as 
Bosun, editor of Bear 
Essentials for 6 years, 
with various periods on 
Committee. Formerly 
safety boat and race 

officer duties for the Cadet Section and the 
Dinghy Section.  

Colin Lyons    
Vice President and 
Sailing School 
Principal 

I have been a member 
since 1958 sailing 
GP14s, Albacores and a 
Fireball.  Qualified 

Yachtmaster. I am honoured to be Vice 
President and I will strive to serve our 
wonderful club to the best of my ability. 

Colin Parsons 
Sailing Secretary 

Member of the Club 
for 10 + years  and 
part of "Team Gatsby" 
There is space on the 
water for all to enjoy. 
Delighted to have the 
opportunity to give 

back something to the Club .   

Anthony Thomas   
Hon. Treasurer 

A member for 
many years and a 
“retired” cruiser 
racer.  As 
Treasurer, work 
follows me to the 
Club and I talk 

sailing in the office! 

Jenny Yeo 
Committee Member 

I have been a 
member of CBYC for 
three years now after 
moving to Penarth 
and fulfilling an 

ambition to learn to sail. I sail on Starter for 
Ten, a Bavaria 34, and am still very much a 
sailing novice but happy to contribute to the 
Club in any way I can.

AGM 2010  -  The Commodore’s overview______________________________



5

Each department has had its successes, as shown on the AGM invitation letter sent out to you all. However, I must congratulate 

all those who were involved in the IOCA weekend on the 13 and 14 March.  It was the biggest event this Club has held and I 

think the biggest in the Bay. Whilst thanking people I would like to take this opportunity of thanking all our staff who have 

helped to keep the Club running day to day and also to my Committee – each of whom has made their own contribution.  May 

I remind you that the Committee are all volunteers and as such do their best to serve the Club to the best of their abilities 

whilst at the same time carrying out their daily work.  Even from my own perspective I sometimes find I’m on the ‘phone 

about Club matters in my office, and on the ‘phone about work when I’m in the Club!   

Every year the Club loses members for a variety of reasons, but recently the Club has seen several well know members pass on. 

David Lloyd Williams, Gerry Boland, Ray Browning, Lorna Darke, Paul Metcalf, Angie Jenkins, Margaret Osbourne and finally  

a serving committee member, Gareth Davies. 

Thank you for your support during the year. This is now quite a large Club and clearly whilst I don’t know everyone, I have 

met many members over the year and hopefully I’ve been able to deal with any specific problems as they arise. I’m around the 

Club enough for you to catch me if you can! Sorry if you need me! 

Can I remind everyone about the date for the Annual Regatta as being the weekend of 18/19 /20 June. The event incorporates a  

Friday night Bay race, racing over the weekend and a Summer Ball with the Annual prize giving. Something to really look 

forward to, and I hope to see you all there!  Please see the enclosed leaflet for further details. 

May I wish you all a good year on the water whether you are racing, angling, cruising locally or further afield, enjoy it and do

it safely. 

Many thanks - Jonathan 

Following on from my previous articles I am pleased to 

announce that we were successful in our application 

for a Volvo Eco Grant and a few weeks ago we were 

awarded £600 as one of the winners of the 2009 Volvo 

Eco Challenge.  The money will be used to fund the 

provision of the recycling bins you see by the steps up 

to our Admin Office which were part of an 

environmental project aimed at reducing the amount of 

waste the Club throws away. They were designed by CBYC junior members (from left to right Mila, Sienna and Jess 

Monaghan and Kieran McLeod seen here accepting the £600 cheque).  

The Volvo Eco Challenge was set up to provide grants of up to £1,000 to sailing clubs across the UK for young people aged 

between 10 -16 to undertake an environmental initiative at their club.  

Sailing is an environmentally-friendly sport, and all boaters want to do their bit to be more environmentally friendly. The 

Volvo Eco Challenge helps clubs to achieve their environmental ambitions by involving young people in improvements to the 

facilities.  

The judging panel, which included Volvo Eco Challenge Ambassador and BBC Springwatch presenter, Chris Packham, were 

very impressed by the young people’s ideas and enthusiasm for the project. 

Chris Packham commented:  

“The Volvo Eco Challenge has really captured the imagination of these young sailors and made them think about simple steps 

that can be taken to help us all protect our environment. This is only the second year the Challenge has been running and 

already we have seen some very impressive projects which all the young people involved deserve credit for.”  

Although the bins have only be in situ for a short time we have already had to request a further glass recycling bin due to the

support of our staff and members in heeding the call to recycle. 

Thank you 

Jane Hall 
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Wreck recovery insurance - Have you got it?

A bad day for the owner of this 

boat but it could have been a lot 

worse if he didn't have wreck 

recovery insurance.  This vessel 

sank overnight in January after the 

melting snow had drained into the 

boat as opposed to running out 

through the self-draining cockpit.

The self-draining cockpit then 

became a self-filling cockpit.  It 

took 3 members of staff a full day 

to recover it and we charge £500 

for recovering a sunken vessel.  

Commercial rates would be a lot 

more.   

Remember it is a requirement 

under your berthing contract to 

have wreck recovery insurance. 

Check yours now! 

Who’s  who behind the scenes at CBYC_________

Kirsty Payne 

Office Administrator 

Kirsty started in December 

2008 and now replaces Ruth as 

our senior administrator. 

Ian Gorton 

Marina Staff 

Ian joined in June 2004 

Phil Day 

Marina Staff 

Phil joined in March 2005 

Steve Davies 

Marina Staff 

Steve joined in September 2008 

Sandra Ellis 

Assistant Administrator 

Sandra started in March this year as 

Kirsty’s assistant and we would like 

to officially welcome her to the 

CBYC family. 

Barrie Metcalf  

Marina Manager 

Barrie started at CBYC on 8 

March 2000  so has just 

celebrated 10 years in the job! 
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Annual Dinner and Prize Giving 2010 

We held our Annual Dinner and Prize Giving on Saturday 20 

March with guest speaker Phil Steele, broadcaster and sailor.  

The evening was a great success with Phil Steele recounting his 

exploits to riotous laughter. After a delicious meal  Jonathan 

Crofts Davies gave a short speech before handing out the awards 

and this year broke with tradition as the decision as to who 

would be the recipient 

of the Farmer’s Trophy 

was put to a vote from 

the floor.  There were 

four candidates but it 

was unanimously 

decided to  award this 

coveted cow to Barrie 

Metcalf in recognition 

of his attempts to 

christen our new travel 

hoist as can be seen 

from this image, 

donated anonymously 

to Bear Essentials, 

together with a few 

images of the evening. 

We apologise for the 

quality of the image but 

I am sure you will get 

the gist of what 

happened!  Other 

recipients, in 

recognition of their 

tireless work in and 

around the Club were: 

Idris Dibble, who was 

awarded the Sword of 

Honour, and Mike 

Bailey, who was 

awarded the Helping 

Hand.

You’re right Phil I 

don’t think it will 

float!

Membership Cards and how will they affect you

As it was not cost effective to incorporate a membership card within the existing entry key 

card we are now in the process of setting up a new, totally separate, membership card 

system.  Membership cards have been ordered in a credit card size in white incorporating  

our Club logo.  Before they can be sent out to you they will have to be linked to your 

existing membership number.  Once this is done they will be sent out in the post.  The number of cards issued will 

correspond with the number of entry key cards you already have, i.e. if you only have one entry key card then you will only 

be sent one membership card. A second card will be available at a cost of £5, although, as with the entry key cards, only a 

maximum of two cards per membership will be allowed.   It is anticipated that they will not be operational until the end of 

May as it will take a few weeks to register each card to the individual membership numbers. However, notices will be on 

display around the Clubhouse in all the usual places  reminding you of the changeover date when the new tills will  be 

switched to normal pub prices.  To take advantage of the membership discount you will have to produce your membership 

card to be swiped at the till.  Please remember to always have your card with you or you will be charged at normal pub 

prices . There will be no exceptions.  You will also be able to top up your swipe card so that if you do not have cash then you 

can use your card to pay for your drinks etc.   Jane Hall 
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2010 Tacktick Suunto J/80 National Championships

By the time you receive this month’s edition the 

Championships should be underway. Competitors are 

expected to arrive on Wednesday  5 May. Launching and 

registration will commence at 09:00 and continue until 19:00. 

The first race is scheduled to start at approximately 10:25 on 

Thursday 6 May and weather permitting this will be followed 

with another two races. A similar schedule is anticipated for 

Friday 7 and Saturday 8 May, making 9 races in total. The 

courses will be windward leeward types at sea off the Cardiff 

and Penarth foreshores. Boats will be recovered during the 

day on Sunday. At the time of writing we were expecting an 

entry of around 15 to 20 boats and the overflow car park will 

be made available to competitors so we anticipate minimum 

disruption for members. In fact all members are welcome to 

come along and meet the crews and guests during what we 

hope will be a very enjoyable week. There is a full social 

program during the event and further details can be found on 

the Club website, so please come and join in, have a drink, 

and show a warm Cardiff welcome to our visitors and support 

your local boats. This year we are very pleased to have 

received an entries from  TToe In The Water, a very 

worthwhile charity. These are the words of Tanya Brookfield 

one of their organisers: “The aim of the initiative is simple; to 

provide injured servicemen and women with a challenging, 

demanding environment in which they can compete on an 

equal footing with their peers. Yacht racing provides one of 

the few arenas in which people with traumatic injuries can 

compete against and alongside able-bodied people. It is ideal, 

not least because there is a wide range of different roles 

onboard, providing different physical and mental challenges. 

The rehabilitation work at Headley Court is world leading, 

and Toe in The Water provides an extension of the process, 

giving injured servicemen the chance to compete in sailing at 

a high level, and to improve their self-confidence and 

outlook on life.”

Toe in The Water will be entering eight events in 2010 and 

builds on the strong relationship with the J/80 Class. The 

programme includes the RORC Easter Regatta, the Tacktick 

Suunto J/80 National Championships, the J-cup, the JP 

Morgan Round the Island Race, Sailing for Heroes Regatta, 

Cowes Week, the Jersey Regatta and the Hamble Winter 

Series Autumn Championships J/80 Class. Most of Toe in The 

Water’s volunteers who run the project are serving military 

personnel. Many of them have served in the locations where 

the participants sustained their injuries. WO2 Lloyd  

Hamilton is the Director of Racing, as well as a serving 

Royal Engineer, and he has recently returned from a tour 

in Afghanistan. He has seen first-hand how the project has 

already transformed many lives. “You can see the sense of 

achievement on their faces when you cross the finish line. I 

think it helps that I’m in the forces and can understand 

what they’ve been through,” Lloyd said. “We understand 

what drives the guys and the competitive sailing gives 

them back the sense of team membership and shared focus 

that they’ve lost,” Lloyd said. But nobody gets an easy ride, 

regardless of their injuries. “The first thing I tell them 

when they get on the boat is that we don’t carry 

passengers, everybody is there with a job to do. It forces 

them to perform at their best and they get an incredible 

amount out of it,” he added. The support Toe In The Water 

has received from the J/80 Class Association has been 

amazing and looks set to develop further into 2010 and 

2011 with Toe In The Water being confirmed as the class’s 

Charity of the Year. The J/80s continue to be hugely 

successful for the Toe In The Water crews and the 2010 

J/80 National Championships in Cardiff look set to provide 

some fantastic competition. Director of Racing, Lloyd 

Hamilton, is 

particularly

keen to attract 

more volunteer 

race crew from 

the class and 

asks that 

anyone 

interested in 

getting 

involved in the 

core crew or in fundraising for Toe in The Water should 

contact him at  lloyd@toeinthewater.org

Our event sponsor, ““Tacktick Suunto,” the wireless marine 

instrument specialists, will have a full range of equipment 

on display in the club house for a wide range of craft and 

water sport activities. Our local J80 Class representative, 

Amanda Tristram, and a small working group of members 

have put in quite a lot of hard work organising this event 

and David Cairncross, our resident PRO, plus a local team 

of race officers, have everything to hand. A big thank you 

to them on behalf of C.B.Y.C. We have had a very good 

response from members volunteering their help but if you 

would like to join in just drop Amanda or David an e-mail 

at amandatristram@doctors.org.uk or  david_cairncross@hotmail.com

Looking forward (Volcano’s permitting) at least two Cardiff 

boats are planning to take part in the J80 European 

Championships at the end of June on Lake Garda in Italy as 

will some of our visitors. 

Let’s hope we all have a good season and I look forward to 

seeing you on the water. 

Steve Cooper 

J/80 ICA Chairman 

s.cooper364@btinernet.com 



9

Tired of the same old wines on offer ? Then why not make a date 

to come to the Club for an evening of  wine tasting and have a say in what wines you would like to see on sale. 

Saturday
15 May 2010 

From 7pm onwards 

£5 per ticket (available from our Admin Office or the Bar)                                                            

Cost of ticket to include a selection of cheeses, savoury biscuits and fruit.    

Sailing Secretary’s Report  -  April 2010
Come the summer, well spring, and the entire Club comes alive 

with a whole feast of activities. 

Meanwhile the first Swog ( South Wales Offshore group) and 

Swig (South Wales Inshore group) events plus cruise in 

company have been held. Starting on 6 April  five boats left 

Cardiff on the Friday night to take on a 124nm course taking 

them from EW Grounds to E Helwick and up and down the N 

Devon coast before finishing at Swansea. On the Saturday 

morning the day race and the cruising fleet set off on a more 

direct route. Many of the participants then enjoyed a very 

social evening at Swansea Yacht and Sub Aqua Club before 

returning to Cardiff on Sunday afternoon in a brisk Westerly. 

Particularly welcome are cruising boats on these events. The   

Friday departures from the cruiser racing know, from past 

experience what our Principal Race Officer, Dave Cairncross, is 

likely to  set as a course , 120 nm over 20 hours but the 

Saturday is less daunting at 6 to 8 hours  and  40 nm.   Whether 

racing or cruising we all  end up at the same place so there will 

be some of your own club to welcome you and offer some 

friendly advice like  “Don’t park there, that’s the ferry’s berth,” 

or “I’m off at 0500, what time shall I wake you ?” etc  The first 

one was successful, so don’t miss the next ones to Padstow 

( May Bank Holiday weekend) and Watchet  ( 2/3 July) Full 

details on the website. 

Cruiser Racing Spring 

Series has started. A series 

of 12 races mainly outside 

starting off the PYC for 

IRC , Sportsboats and PY 

rated yachts . Held on a 

Sunday, the PY fleet in 

particular offers the 

opportunity for any 

cruising yacht to take part 

in some racing and try 

their luck, well skill if you 

insist! If you don’t have a 

yacht or even if you do 

but want to see what it’s 

all about, new crew are 

always in demand.    

Very shortly it will be the Club’s Regatta weekend on18, 19

and 20 June with a full programme of sailing and events. 

This is your opportunity to have fun – remember you could 

sleep on your boat on the Saturday night after the Summer 

Ball and wake up to the wonderful smell of bacon and eggs 

cooked for you by the early riser on the boat next door 

before Sunday’s activities. A leaflet giving more details is 

enclosed with this newsletter. 

Whatever boating you do, enjoy it, and if I can help at any 

time please contact me. 

Colin Parsons Sailing Secretary

Well, here we are again with the start of the sailing season 

now underway, with some very good turnouts for the 

Sunday series already, And, of course, our ever popular 

Wednesday series. This year we will be running an 

Asymmetric  Day on  Saturday 22nd May  which I am sure 

will be a lot of fun, So come on all you Asymmetric  Sailors, 

have a go and give Helen and Andrew a run for their 

money.

The Flying 

Fifteen Open 

this year will 

be part of our 

Club Regatta, 

and we will 

also be 

welcoming our 

friends from 

Penarth Yacht Club with a fleet of Enterprises.  

As last year I will be organising supervised Saturdays. 

However, this year they will be held on the first Saturday 

of each month and will be themed. The first one will be 

held on 1 May and the theme will be to promote the Club’s 

adopted classes. So if you would  like to try a Flying Fifteen  

- Asymmetric   -  or even a laser single hander do come 

along.       Idris Dibble 

Dinghy Section  -  April 2010 
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Yachting on the Welfare State____________________
In 1984 the 

Hennessey’s, 

pictured here,  

recorded a 

legendary CD 

entitled 

“Cardiff After 

Dark”.  It was 

recorded at St. 

Peters Rugby Club and at Chapter Arts Centre live in 

front of audiences. It’s mostly sung in “Kairdiff 

Langwidge” innit? One song  was inspired by Glyn 

Mhyre, a famous member of Penarth Motor Boat and 

Sailing Club.   Glyn lived in Splott, he had a sailing 

cruiser called Pigtail and he was a metal lathe turner by 

profession.  Glyn was a keen member of the St. Peters 

Rugby Club. One day in the Club where the Hennessey’s 

appeared on a very 

regular basis Glyn 

handed Frank a poem 

he had written about 

local sailing activities.  

Frank set it to music 

and recorded it.   

The chorus goes:     

I’m going yachting, 

yachting 

you’ll find this flippin’ great 

So swallow up your pills and forget about your bills 

Oh, Yachting on the welfare state! 

The song was inspired by Glyn’s puzzlement over the 

numerous large boats moored at that time in the muddy 

River Ely and owned by members of the Club who did 

not have any obvious way of explaining how they could 

afford to buy such expensive vessels….. 

Some time later the Commodore of the Club received a 

missive from HM Customs and Excise asking if the Club 

would please send them details of any large yachts on 

the Club’s moorings that were capable of “going 

foreign”.  At the AGM that year  the Commodore  

proposed a motion for debate,  the gist of which was that 

the Club should agree to this request.  The Commodore 

stood up to speak.  He asked everyone there to vote 

against his motion as he did not think it was the Club’s 

business to provide information to HM Customs and 

Excise on this particular matter.  The AGM unanimously 

voted the motion down and the Commodore replied to 

the Customs authority informing them with deep regret 

of the AGM’s decision, which of course tied his hands in 

any effort he might make to comply with their request. 

Glyn’s song became a legendary hit for the Hennessy’s.  

Boat builder Roger Hall sang it many, many times at 

Club cabarets.  Bear Essentials has talked to Roger Hall, 

and he  agreed to write some additional verses to bring 

“Yachting on the Welfare State” up to date, and Frank 

Hennessy has agreed to re-record the song to include the 

new verses. 

This is Roger who, in 

spite of being blind, has 

created and built an 

amazing array of 

specialised boats of 

every description. Here 

he is with his latest 

creation, a steam 

launch.  It’s  going to 

be called Harlequin,

and it’s 20 ft long. 

She’s now waiting to 

have a new engine 

and boiler and funnel 

fitted.

Bear Essentials thinks 

she will look like the outermost boat seen against the backdrop 

of Ilfracombe’s 

harbour wall in this 

photograph taken in 

1908 - the spitting 

image of the one that 

Roger is building, as 

you can see.  The 

other  boats on the 

wall in this early 

photograph, are the 

Mermaid, the Lille

and Red Spider.  Here 

then are Roger’s additional verses - still sung, of course, in 

Cardiffeeze! 

So I thought I’d join this racing cleek 

and I practised all my starts 

bought some coloured wellies 

so I could look the part. 

I raced down to Gibraltar 

Where I got in dire straits 

Had a hand out from Smali pirates 

Cos my giro turned up late. 

And when I tied up to the quay I 

Felt a proper fool 

I was the only one to arrive because 

I misread the rules 

CHORUS

Now I’ve sailed around the world on all 

The seven seas 

And to spend my life leaning on 

one side is far too much for me. 

Being cold, tired and wet is more than I can take 

So I’ve took up my residence on this yuppy lake. 

So if I want to have a sail or go on an extended cruise 

I goes to Mermaid Quay and go out on the booze. 

CHORUS & THE END! 
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CCTV System Expansion  -  Summer 2010___________
During the coming 

months you will see the 

installation of CCTV 

cameras throughout the 

whole of the pontoon 

system.  

The Clubhouse, Yard and Car park 

are already covered by a monitored 

CCTV System that has proved invaluable in protecting 

the Club, your property and resolving disputes. The new 

system will extend this protection to what is often only 

second to one’s house in value. 19 cameras including 4 

high resolution analytical cameras covering the whole 

length and breadth of the pontoons are to be installed. The 

analytical cameras will be set up with sophisticated motion 

detectors that, for instance, scale the size of the intruder 

depending on the distance from the camera. They are 

capable of working at night without additional lighting 

helped by the high level of light from surrounding lights and 

tests to prove their effectiveness have been carried out.  As a 

backup IR lighting is fitted as well, and where necessary 

privacy zones enabled .  

Wind, waves,  moving masts all conspire against us and no 

system is foolproof but this is the best we can find on the 

market. However,  please don’t forget to lock up your boat 

and report anything suspicious to the marina staff.  

One final point, chat to your neighbouring boat owners, not 

only is it interesting to exchange boating knowledge but you 

never know, your neighbour might spot a stranger on your 

boat when you’re not there and raise the alarm.  

Colin Parsons

Membership_______________________________
The Club hosted an extremely successful Optimist Spring Championships (see page 14 for further details) involving over 

200 boats on the weekend of the 13/14 March 2010.  This was by far the largest event ever held at the Club. In order to 

ensure that the event had minimal impact on Club members, entry to the Club car park was closely monitored.  It became 

apparent that there were a significant number of people visiting the Club to participate in the Club’s normal weekend 

activities who were not registered as CBYC members.  Obviously, we do not wish to discourage people who are 

considering taking up sailing and/or fishing but, at the same time, we appreciate that fully paid-up members should be 

given preference in access to car-parking spaces and other Club facilities.  The Council of Management has therefore 

agreed that all boat owners in the Cruising, Dinghy and Angling Sections should be reminded of their responsibility to 

ensure that all their regular crew members are also fully paid-up Club members and that any non-members visiting the 

Club on an occasional basis use the overflow car-park facility when available.  Your co-operation in implementing this 

would be appreciated by all. 

This photograph was sent in by 

Brian Hope, the son of long time 

member Ray Hope. It was taken 

circa 1956. Can you identify 

anyone in the photo?  Just to 

assist you, Philip Alexander and 

George Gullidge are on the 

winch line with Brian Hope, 

David Williams and possibly Tim 

Drake in the foreground. If you 

were in this photo please do get 

in touch.  Perhaps you have seen 

and/or heard the Ship’s clock in 

the Quarterdeck Bar recently? 

This was donated to the Club by 

Ray many years ago and has 

recently been refurbished.  

PMC Regatta Day 
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A long forgotten South Wales port________________

Say the name Chepstow and people think of a castle 

overlooking a quiet salmon river and a picturesque single-

lane road bridge.  But history paints an entirely different 

picture for there has been maritime activity in Chepstow 

since the Iron Age. The arrival of the Romans and their 

wonderful engineering skills saw a massive increase in 

waterfront traffic, and a thousand years later the Normans 

built a castle here in 1067.  Maritime trade gradually 

increased over the course of a long period and by 1701 

Chepstow had 28 vessels trading from the port, compared 

to only 11 in Cardiff.  In 1750 there were eight wharves, 

numerous warehouses and a dry dock.  The port reached 

its zenith in the early 1800s, perhaps evidenced by the fact 

that there were no fewer than 75 public houses in the 

town. This picture of the Chepstow Shipyard was taken in 

the 1920s.  The shipyard grew from those same yards that 

in 1849 had been responsible for constructing Brunel’s 

famous Wye Railway Bridge. The shipyard eventually led 

to the famous Faifield-Mabey Yard which is still in 

operation today and still specialising in steelwork for 

bridges and other major engineering projects. Fairfield-

Mabey were recently commissioned to provide the 

steelwork used in the construction of bridges over the 

River Lea in the East End of London which visitors will 

cross on their way to the 

2012 Olympics. 

Between 1961 and 1966 these slipways, overlooking a 

quiet reach of the Wye, were used to build the road deck 

sections of the first 

Severn Bridge. 

They were then 

floated down the 

River Wye and 

towed out into the 

Severn where they 

were hoisted up, 

one by one, from 

the fast flowing 

tidal waters of 

the Severn 

straight up to the 

bridge as it was 

built out over the 

water - a very 

difficult, time-

consuming and 

dangerous job. Today you still drive across the bridge on 

top of those very same road deck sections.  The current 

shipyard site has a few surprises of its own.  From having 

once been a mighty dockyard and port facility, these days 

the only active vessel still operating from the Chepstow 

side of the river is this one, The Riparian.  She is the last, 

and as far as we know, the only commercial vessel still 

working out of Chepstow and her task is to dig sand from 

the banks out in the Severn. 

But perhaps the biggest surprise 

is the fact that the yard is 

continuing its tradition of 

playing a major role in world-

famous, iconic 

structures, currently providing the steelwork for this 

amazing structure, part of the preparations for the 2012 

Olympics.  Another Wye world-beater! 
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Designed by Zaha Hadid, (where have we heard that 

name before??), this is the roof of the new Olympics 

Aquatic Centre, weighing in at some 2,800 tonnes.  

Readers will remember that Zaha Hadid’s design was 

initially chosen for the Millennium Centre in Cardiff Bay, 

but unfortunately her design never saw the light of day.  

And finally - tucked away on the riverbank - is this old 

friend.  Now a rusting wreck, if you are old enough  you 

will recognise her as the Severn Princess, one of the car 

ferries that until 1966 was used to 

carry vehicles and passengers across 

the Severn between Aust on the Welsh coast to Beechley on the west coast of 

England.  On deck, Bear Essentials  met up 

with CBYC member Jerry Cross behind his 

camera recording Trevor Fishlock talking to 

the former skipper of the Severn Princess. 

They were filming a report for inclusion in 

Trevor’s latest series of television programmes 

on Wales.  When you think of it, it’s just 

another way of one small part of the world 

reaching out to a very much bigger part, just like the old seagoing days really!                          

Research by Alan Thorne 

Porlock Weir Harbour
You may all be interested in the current situation at Porlock Weir.  The dock gates are 

now working again but on temporary wood seals.  This enabled the pool and channel 

to be sluiced on 3 tides during 18 thro' 20 March 2010.  More importantly, for would-

be visitors, the seaward entrance channel has diverted to the west of the existing west 

withy, but leaving a smaller channel at the original location.  Also some of the mud 

previously residing in the Pool has been washed away.  The images here illustrate the 

foregoing details.  As always, intending visitors should contact Mr Brian Debney, 

Harbour Master, Porlock Weir for the latest information on berth availability and 

navigational information prior to visit.   Brian's telephone numbers are: 

Land line: 01643 863187 

Mobile: 07791 964946 

Many thanks to CBYC member David Watts, Captain Morgan of Cardiff, for this 

useful information 

R.N.L.I. (Cardiff) Branch - Sponsored Sail Day   -    The Bill Davies Memorial Cup 

Every year we hold a Sponsored Sail Day in Cardiff.  This year the fundraising event is to be held 

on Friday 21 May.  Last year’s day was a great success and thanks to sponsors and guests it raised 

over £10,000 for the RNLI’s crew training appeal.  This year we will donate to the RNLI Flood 

Response Team which has been established to deal with inland and international flooding 

incidents. The cost of participating is the same as last year.  For just £600 inc VAT you can have 

6 places on a skippered yacht for the whole day.  This price includes a welcoming bacon roll and 

coffee on arrival, lunch and drinks on board and a full buffet as well as sailing a 35 foot or larger 

yacht.  We think this represents great value for money and it’s for a great cause.  We also have an alternative price of £400 for 

4 persons on a smaller yacht.  Mermaid Quay will be the host venue.  We will be meeting at the Terra Nova public house in 

Cardiff Bay at 9.30am, and following a race around the Bristol Channel, hopefully including Flat Holm, we will return for a 

buffet at 4pm.  This will be followed by a prize giving and raffle. We would be really pleased to be able to donate another 

significant sum to the RNLI this year.  Should you care to join us or be aware of any other sponsors who may also be interested

in this event, I would very much appreciate hearing from you.  If you cannot make the event any donations or raffle prizes 

would be gratefully received. You can contact me, Colin Lyons, on 07886 022343 or via calyons@btinternet.com to discuss 

further.   
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Optimist Spring Championships 13/14 March 2010 

Cardiff Bay Yacht Club played host to the largest ever single handed competitor competition held in the Club’s history, the 

IOCA Optimist Spring Championships. After weeks of diligent planning spearheaded by Nick Sawyer, the gates opened on a 

sunny Friday 12 March and the Oppies started to arrive.  Campervan City opened on our overflow car park and we all duly 

parked our cars where instructed by the brightly jacketed parking attendants.  201 Oppie sailors ranging in age from 8 to 14, 

including the best in the UK Team GB Squads descended with all their clobber and various family members from all over the 

UK and even 18 from Ireland. ( For those who don’t know what Oppie sailing is about, they have more kit than an adult!!).  

All local hands to the deck and off they sailed, no problems, two slips in use and smiles all round.  24 sailors represented 

Cardiff Bay Yacht Club.  We had 5 in the top 30 at the end of the 2 days racing. Visitors to the Club were thrilled with the 

level of hospitality they were shown. Extra catering was laid on in the downstairs bar, with a coffee shack outside, and to top

it all hot pasties, which were delicious and enjoyed by all the Safety and Race Officers when delivered to them hot on the 

water. An excellent weekend of competitive racing was enjoyed by all the young sailors. Our thanks are extended to the 

Club members for use of their excellent facilities. The IOCA Committee would welcome the opportunity to return to 

Cardiff for more excellent sailing and again experience a warm Welsh welcome. It must be said that without all the hard 

work and planning of all CBYC staff and voluntary members, this event would not have been possible, so to you all a very 

big thank you.  Below are some images both on and off the water during this event.                                                      

Rosey Coles 

Now you see them! Now you don’t! 
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Where have all the cod gone again ?_________________
The cod this year have continued to elude us and at our recent 

AGM we decided to postpone the Annual Cod Competition in 

November until all the fish return, hopefully in the next 

couple of years. We have decided to go ahead with the Open 

Summer Competition which will be widely advertised over 

the next few months. It will be based on the Annual Cod 

Event but it will be limited to 4 species of fish, ie conger, bass, 

thornback ray and bullhuss. It was also decided at the AGM to 

preserve fish stocks and to increase the weight limits on Small 

Eyed Rays to 9lbs and Blonde Rays to 15lbs. Section members 

please note that for future competitions, the new competition 

year started on Sunday 28 March 2010.  

Trophy winners this year received their prizes at our 

presentation evening held on Saturday 10 April. A good time 

was had by all as we were entertained by Rockin Dave and the 

food was provided to all ticket holders by Sue Jones Catering. 

The winner of the 

best individual 

angler this year is 

Alistair Spears and 

the best skipper and 

boat is Andy Vowles 

on ‘Duchess’.  The 

winners of the best 

specimens are: Stan 

Cheeseman – Best 

Cod; Paul Deans – Best 

Conger; Jeff Thomas – Best 

Thornback and Falkland 

Anderson – Best Bass. The 

overall winner of the best 

specimen is Ray Horton 

with a Blonde Ray. The 

list of new competitions 

has already been published 

with an ‘away in company’ 

competition on the weekend of 12 & 13 June.  

There is also an overnight competition commencing 

Saturday 10 July and finishing at 8pm on Sunday 11 July. 

The chicken run this year is to be held on Sunday 5 

December and the previous criteria will apply. Section 

members will need to enter three previous competitions 

during the year to qualify for a chicken. We are also 

holding a BBQ at Jacksons Bay during the ‘good summer’ 

we are promised this year. Please see the notice board for 

notification of this social event. If you are planning to 

attend, please bring plenty of sausages and burgers as we 

are unlikely to catch any fish to cook on the BBQ! For a 

taster of fish you may catch during the summer take a look 

at

these photos of Craig Deans on 

Phat Cat with various summer fish 

caught in the Aberthaw area and 

also further afield in Lundy. The 

committee would like to remind 

you that subscriptions for 

membership to the angling section are now due. The fees 

remain the same as last year; £10 for full members and £1 

for juniors. Application forms are available behind the bar 

and on the Angling Section notice board. Applications can 

be deposited in the box at the base of the board.                    

Sid Hearne  -  Angling Section 

Challenge Wales is on the hunt for volunteer 

crew to help the charity with a variety of 

sailing trips for both young people’s trips and 

adult activities. Can you help? ANY amount 

of time you can spare will be appreciated. If 

you haven’t sailed on Challenge Wales before then come and join us for a trip first. Volunteers 

then get the opportunity to sail with us for little or no charge. There are also perfect 

opportunities for those looking to gain more sailing experience and increase sea miles. Shore-

based volunteers are also needed to help in the Challenge Wales Visitor Centre, currently in 

Mermaid Quay.  Challenge Wales also has a variety of trips coming up ranging from one day 

trips, weekend trips and longer… 

6 day Padstow May Day Trip. Enjoy the famous festivities! – Wed 28 April – Mon 03 May - 

£425 (includes all food & harbour fees) Portishead Sail & Lunch (2 sails plus a 2 course lunch at 

a restaurant) – Sun 23 May - £85 

Milford Haven & Ireland sailing trips as part of the Seafair Festival – July – various trips 

including delivery trips available. 

For further details and to see all our sailing trips please visit www.challengewales.org If you fancy joining us or getting more 

involved as a volunteer then email: andy@challengewales.org or call 029 20 705 749 
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Hulks of hope in the Bay_____________
This is HMS Havannah, launched in Liverpool on 24 March 1811.  

She was to be engaged in active service in the West Indies and 

Australia and in 1815 she formed part of the squadron that was 

assigned to take Napoleon to exile on St. Helena.  She was a vessel of 

36 guns, 145 feet long with a 38ft beam and she weighed some 1,408 

tons.  On 4 July 1860, Captain Harvey with a ten-man crew took the 

steam tug Iron Duke to Devonport and towed the Havannah to Cardiff, 

arriving here on 9 July 1860. 

She was berthed initially in the East Bute Dock and then later moved 

to a berth just below Penarth Road Bridge, on the Cardiff side of the 

River Taff.  The vessel was certified as a “Ragged or Industrial School” 

in 1866, the number of boys on board varying between 60 and 100.  They all wore a uniform of a white cap, blue blouse and 

white trousers.  A small top sail schooner, the Polly, was attached to the school to provide practical training and seamanship 

for the boys. 

In August 1863, this vessel, HMS Thisbe, arrived. She had been 

built in Pembroke Dock and launched in September 1824.  She had 

served as the Depot Ship for the Reserve Fleet before arriving here 

in August 1863.  Berthed in the south east corner of the Bute West 

Dock, she became a “Church Ship” for seafarers visiting Cardiff, a 

tradition that still continues today in the form of the old Helwick 

Light Vessel.  Thisbe’s gun deck was converted to serve as an 

institute for 150 persons, while her upper deck was converted into 

a church capable of welcoming 250 worshippers.  She was broken 

up in 1892.  But it was the arrival of the ship hulk shown below 

that brought about truly significant change.  From 1866, if you fell 

ill while onboard a ship in the vicinity of the Bristol Channel this 

might well have been your first port of call.  This is the hulk of 

HMS Hamadryad, a man of war built in Pembroke Dock and  
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launched there on 25 July 1823.  Fitted with 46 guns, she was 152 ft long with a 46 ft beam. She never saw active service 

and went straight into the Reserve Fleet after launch. She came to Cardiff  “on loan” in March 1866, where she was 

berthed on a mud bank to the west of the entrance to the Glamorgan Canal, roughly where Cardiff Yacht Club is today. 

She was a hospital ship and in order to raise the money for her upkeep, every vessel entering the port of Cardiff paid two 

old shillings (10 p in today’s currency) per 100 tons.  Free treatment was given to seamen, irrespective of their nationality. 

To mark Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee, in 

1896 a fund was launched to raise money to build 

a hospital ashore.  The Royal Hamadryad Hospital 

is still there today in Hunter Street, Grangetown.  

Cardiff cared very well for those who arrived by 

sea, some of whom went on to marry and live out 

the rest of their lives in the old Tiger Bay. 

Research by Alan Thorne 

The trip continues for Anders and Adrienne Leijerstam

Cala Raco des Mares 
and sunset in Ibiza

Adrienne takes up the 

story ………….The 

passage to what was going to be Formentera but turned out 

to be Ibiza took 13 hours and 50 minutes. We motored for 

half the way and then a lovely close hauled force 4 brought 

us rather north of our target. However, after a long day it 

was no disappointment to find a peaceful anchorage at the 

eastern tip of Ibiza in a small bay called Cala Moli with 

towering rocks on either side and a beach. The clear 

turquoise water had never looked more inviting. We were 

in the water within seconds of anchoring – bliss! 

This was to be one of many picturesque calas or bays that 

we were to find around the Balearics. It was a brilliant area 

for cruising with so many hidden bays, some popular, others 

almost empty. The landscape was far greener than the 

mainland with rich pine forests stretching down to the sea. 

As we made for Formentera a couple of days later we passed 

some spectacular 

rocky islands, with 

amazing jagged 

formations, including 

Isla Vedra, the 

location for the Bali 

Hai photography in 

the film South Pacific.

Formentera was 

different, with much 

lower islands where sandy rocks, some firm, some 

crumbling, formed a lunar-type landscape. It was far less 

developed than Ibiza and its 5,000 inhabitants are supposed 

to have the longest life expectancy in Spain. Is it something  

to do with the fact that nudism is commonplace here? The 

bays around the island were magical and quiet but on our 

third night everything changed. We had sailed round the 

whole island in just a gentle breeze and then anchored in 

the shelter of a high headland on the east coast. We spoke 

to a neighbouring boat owner who confirmed that from the 

forecast he had heard this would be a sheltered spot for the 

night. As we sat in the cockpit eating dinner, most of the 

day trippers left with their boats and there were just three 

of us left. We took a trip in the dingy to explore the caves 

and a quaint little harbour neatly chiselled into the 

sandstone. There was a beautiful sunset as we watched the 

sky turn deeper and deeper red. It was the perfect end to 

another lovely day. We slipped into our warm cabin at 

about 11pm and the peaceful lapping of the waves against 

the side of the boat rocked us to sleep. We both woke up at 

3 o'clock. The waves were no longer lapping, they were 

shouting angrily and the wind was howling in the rigging. 

We climbed up in the cockpit to see a dark, menacing sea 

that was getting crosser by the minute. We took down the 

bimini to reduce windage and Anders checked the anchor 

every 15 minutes to see that it was holding. Although we 

were being pummelled constantly by increasing wind and 

swell we decided to stay put until daylight as this would 

make navigation through a narrow passage to shelter on the 

other side of the island much easier. Once dawn arrived 

Anders lifted the anchor by hand as unfortunately the 

automatic windlass had gone out of business a few days 

earlier. We were both safely clipped onto the boat as the 

rocking was now fierce and it took a lot of concentration to 

stay upright. 

I took the helm, spreading my feet to try and cement them 

to the cockpit floor as Moonshadow  rolled through the 

angry waves. Anders put up a small amount of sail to give us 

some stability. It took three hours to sail through the gale to 

the safety of a bay on the other side of the island. Once 

safely moored it was time for breakfast and plenty of sleep. 

As the pilot book had warned us, the Mediterranean is very 

much an area of calms and gales and the latter are often 

unpredictable. Being an easterly wind it was probably a  
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levante we had experienced which is caused by a depression 

between the Balearics and the north African coast. 

The next day was spent enjoying a beautiful sandy beach 

and taking a mud bath in a small inland salt pan together 

with an English couple on Espalmador, a privately owned 

island which welcomes visitors to its shore. The sand was a 

silky cream and the beach totally unspoilt. 60 yachts 

anchored in the beautiful bay. Formentera was obviously 

the refuge for the rich. The harbour charges of 165  per day 

were to keep rifraf like us well away. It certainly did the 

trick. However, we did manage to moor in the Marina for a 

total of three hours for 10  during which time we were 

fortunate to use the services of a local engineer to fix the 

windlass and to top up our water supplies for 4 !!

Enjoying a mudbath at Espalmador and windlass repairs 

Washday in Altea harbour

After a week's break from the intense sunshine to return to 

the UK for Jane's lovely wedding, it took us a day or two to 

acclimatise to the heat once more and to catch up on the 

washing! 

While in the UK Anders had stocked up on some essential 

items such as more fans for the cabins, a gas detector, 

anchor chain markers, a bilge blower and various screws 

and brackets that had been hard to find in Spain. We spent 

a day sweating profusely and fitting some of these new 

acquisitions. I found it hard just making sandwiches while 

Anders had the cabin floor of the boat up and grovelled 

around in the bilge fitting new cables.  As always he 

completed the tasks with wonderful dexterity just checking 

with me on the colour of the wires. Anders is colour blind 

but that does not stop him getting the connections right 

every time! There was plenty of action on our last night in 

Torrevieja. A long line of boats packed full of cheering 

passengers snaked round the harbour at dusk, followed by a 

very noisy firework display. The long breakwater was 

packed with Spanish families intermingled with a few 

surprised tourists who like us wondered what was going 

on. The Spanish celebrate a series of saint's days during the 

summer, turning out in full force to celebrate and without 

a hint of having too much to drink. Everyone has a smile 

on their face and they are great family occasions. Although 

Torrevieja was not our favourite place in terms of the local 

town and surroundings, the harbour was exceptionally 

good with great showers, plenty of space, pleasant 

walkways and a very reasonable charge of just 19  per 

night. If it wasn't so out of our way it would be a great 

place to overwinter, especially as Anders had managed to 

do a deal with the Swedish commercial manager, Robert, 

who promised us 50% off the six monthly fee. Still at least 

we had his quotation in our back pocket. 

We left Torrevieja on July 17 in a lovely south westerly 

that skimmed us along the coast in the direction of 

Villajoyosa. It was great to be out on the sea again. The 

beauty of the clear blueness was ecstatic. I was beginning 

to learn about and appreciate the vast appeal of the sea that 

had consumed Anders with a passion from childhood. He 

knew the meaning of every ripple, every breath of wind 

had a message and it was the art of interpreting this great 

union of wind and sea and its effect on our boat that was 

the everlasting fascination and challenge. I was coping 

rather clumsily with this 

concept but nevertheless 

learning a little more about the 

wind every day. Villajoyosa 

was a small, compact, very 

Spanish holiday resort, almost 

devoid of tourists. In contrast 

to the modern harbour and 

yacht club which was shared 

with the fishing fleet, the old 

part of the town was filled with 

haphazard, worn buildings that 

appeared to tower rather 

perilously above us as we walked through the cool 

alleyways created by their tight alignment. Families sat 

chatting, children spun round on bikes and an occasional 

thin looking cat loitered in doorways. We leave Adrianne 

in the narrow streets of Villajoyosa and will catch up with 

them in another edition of Bear Essentials. 
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Shiver me timbers!_________________
It was on a trip to Barrow for a diamond wedding 

celebration that led to a remarkable discovery from my 

past.  Sixty eight years in fact.  The diamond wedding 

celebrations over, we decided to visit old friends in the 

area.  The address of this particular person was in Askam, 

several miles outside Barrow and a town I had never 

visited.  Askam could be described as a typical valleys 

town if you lived in Wales, except that it isn’t in a valley 

and is on the shore of the Duddon estuary.  Askam was 

built on iron ore mining and smelting from the middle of 

the nineteenth century till after the First World War.  The 

other major industry is the brick works, still surviving to 

this day.   

Our friends lived in a new add-on development built on 

the site of the old iron works, the buildings of which were 

removed in 1933.  As we arrived at the house I said to my 

wife, “You go ahead, I’ll have a look at the beach and join 

you later.”  Taking a lane I soon arrived about 50 feet 

above the beach on what turned out to be a slag bank from 

the old workings.  The scenery was magnificent. To the 

north was the town of Millom across the Duddon estuary, 

with its towers and chimneys nestled beneath Black 

Combe (cwm in Welsh), an extinct volcano some 2000 feet 

high.  To the north east are the Lakeland Mountains and 

in the distance Scafell, England’s highest peak, and in front 

the vast sandy expanse of the Duddon estuary. And the 

tide was out.   

I had my camera but it wasn’t these magnificent views 

that caught my eye as for some reason I was drawn to an 

old hulk laying abandoned in the saltines below me.  I 

made my way down to the hulk, which must have been 

there for decades, slowly deteriorating. As I approached I 

could see the vessel was about 25ft long and no longer had 

a stem, the water line was sea-washed turf with tufts of sea 

lavender and other exotic growth.   

Nothing remained of its superstructure. It was just an open 

clinker shell, still securely fastened to the ribs with copper 

nails still protruding where the stem had been, giving it 

the appearance of some sea monster.  There was no engine, 

but at one time it had had one as there was a stern tube on 

the stern post and inside there was a large ring, evidence 

that it had been a ship’s lifeboat at one time. I stood back 

and took some photographs. Moving towards the bow, I 

noticed some paint remained and there in large letters was 

BW138.  

My God! It was my father’s old boat and the first boat I 

have memories of sailing in 1939.  On the outbreak of war 

my father had this boat, the Iris, registered as a fishing 

boat and fitted to take a trawl net, which he had bought 

in case of a food shortage.  The trawl net was never used 

as I don’t think he fancied trawling a mine on board!  My 

dad was no expert at sailing but knew a man that was, old 

Jim Williams.  Jim had been a bosun on the Orient Line 

and had given the Managing Director instruction in 

seamanship when he was a midshipman.  Because of this 

he had an invite to the launching of the Orcades in 1936, 

meeting the King.  The ship was later sunk by enemy 

action in 1942.   By the time we met Jim he had been 

retired a few years and was suffering from angina; 

nevertheless he volunteered his services and went down 

to the Thames to skipper a boat during the evacuation of 

Dunkirk.  Our sailing was brought to an end in 1941.  

Now this may sound an amazing discovery, but there is 

more.  Returning from this trip I decided to look up 

Google earth and there, googled in perpetuity, is Iris 

BW138 54 11 09 N 03 12 56 W.  When I came to Wales I 

bought a 

mirror 

dinghy,

Rupert,

M26408, 

which I 

sailed 

from Sully 

for about 

20 years.   

Eventually 

it came to 

the end of its days and I cremated it, giving it a Viking 

funeral on the beach, and by coincidence the longitudinal 

position was 03 12 50 W almost a perfect north south 

alignment with Iris.  The coincidence, if that’s what it is, 

does not finish there.  I returned to this country from the 

U.S. in 1970 and moved to Sully in 1971, bringing with 

me a new Ford Mustang.  A year later another Ford 

Mustang arrived in the village owned by a lady born in 

Askam, a town no bigger than Sully.  The longitudinal 

position of her house matches that of Askam.   There used 

to be a saying in the North “Where do all the flies go in 

winter? ……….Oldham and Askam.”    

John Wood 
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CARDIFF BAY YACHT CLUB  
BAR AND RESTAURANT OPENING HOURS 

Restaurant run by Sue Jones Catering  -  Tel No: 07779315609

Summer Opening hours with effect from April 2010 

  DAY  BAR    RESTAURANT 

Monday  12noon-23.00  Closed  18.00-21.00 

Tuesday  12noon-23.00  12noon-15.00 18.00-21.00 

Wednesday 12noon-23.00  12noon-15.00 18.00-21.00 

Thursday 12noon-23.00  12noon-15.00 18.00-21.00 

Friday  12noon-23.00  12noon-15.00 Closed  

Saturday 12noon-Midnt  12noon-15.00 18.00-21.00  

Sunday  12noon-22.30  12noon-15.00 Closed 

Sunday Lunches   -  Traditional Sunday lunches are served throughout the year and 

consist of 2 or 3 courses.  

Tuesday Night   -  This is usually a HHot Buffet to link in with Cruiser Race Night.  

Wednesday Night  -  Always referred to as Fishermens Night with a varied menu 

available.

Thursday Evening   -  The restaurant serves a mouth-watering and varied 3-course 

menu throughout the year and is highly recommended.  Booking is always advised. 

Saturday Evening  - Our regular menu is available unless we have a Club function, 

and with specials changing weekly it is always advisable to book.  

A selection of MMidday Meals are also available  

For further information or to book a table please contact either 

Sue on 007779 315609 or Bar 0029 2022 6575

Cardiff Bay Yacht Club 

Ely Harbour 

Ferry Road 

Grangetown

Cardiff

CF11 0JL 

Admin: 029 2066 6627 

Fax:      029 2066 6627 

Bar:       029 2022 6575 
E mail: admin@cbyc.co.uk 

Editorial Information: 

Jane Hall 07974561514 

E mail: 

jh@janie.f9.co.uk

John Mead 07770760872 
E mail:

office@johnmeadtv.co.uk 

Affiliated to: 

Royal Yachting Association  

(RYA) 

Bristol Channel Yachting 

Association (BCYA) 

Lorna Darke  -  early February 2010. We are sad to report the death of Lorna Darke, wife of Jon, in early February.  Jon and 

Lorna joined the club in 2002 and quickly became active members of the fishing section with their boat, Moonraker II.  Our 

thoughts go out to Jon at this difficult time. 

Margaret Osborne  -  13 April 2010.  Hugh and Margaret are ‘Old’ members of the Club.  I first met them way back in the 

60s when the Club was based in what is now El Puerto, then the Custom House.  For years Hugh was Club Membership and 

Mooring Secretary and Margaret always produced the Annual Concert ‘The Piggery Players’.  A very professionally 

produced  evening full of side splitting laughs.  Margaret had been ill for quite some time and had been in hospital since 

Christmas where she passed away.  Our condolences go out to Hugh.    Jenny Petherick

Sadly we say Bon Voyage to:

If there are notices you would like published of any births, marriages or deaths directly relating to the membership please 

let us know by either contacting the Editors or our Admin Office. 

Que is off on his travels……  I am off on an adventure again to Brunei, 

South East Asia one of the smallest countries in the World, and one of the wealthiest!  It is a 

tiny Islamic Sultanate, wedged between the north eastern corner of Sarawak and the South 

China sea.  A curious reminder of the British Colonial legacy, and the power of companies, 

in this case Shell Oil, to shape countries.  It is all that remains of an empire that controlled 

all of Borneo in the 16th century.  This time I will be based in the south of Brunei, in Kuala 

Belait, the last town before Malaysia. Home to many workers involved in the production of 

the oil industry with a lot of trade passing through.  I will be managing and running, with 

my girlfriend, a new Italian restaurant seating up to 50, set within a local hotel.  Of course, local surfing won’t be an option

for me as the main rivers are full of hungry crocodiles!  If anyone is in the area please drop in or drop me a line at 

quentinoneill@hotmail.com I would love to hear from you. Finally, I would like to say thank you to you all, especially Sue 

for employing me at CBYC.  It has been a wonderful experience working in such a prestigious location and being involved 

within such a bona fide community.  P.S.   Selamat tinggal          We wish Que every success in his new venture and would 

like to thank him for all his hard work  -  he will be missed. 


